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SERMON, I. 


The Advantages of Religious 
Meditation. 


GENESIS xxiv. 63. 


Iſaac went out to meditate in the Field, 
at the Eventide, 5 5 


N the days of early innocetice, and 
I patriarchal ſimplicity, nature had a 
kind of dominion in the heart of 
man which ſhe ſeems now, in a great 
meaſure, to have. loſt. While he was 
attentive only to the gratification of real” 
wants, .and found — by her 
common bounty, he could not fail to 
love fo kind a benefactreſs. 
Vol. I. B | But 


2 SER N 
But through, 1 the * arts of ſo- 
ciety this ſimple. attachment to nature, 


has been deſtroyed, W ben artificial | 
wants were diſcoyered, which ſhe alone 


HL N 


was go longer able to gratify, man wirh⸗ 


drew his affection from her, and art and 
avarice tool place of love and ſimpli- 
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city. bY . 5 u v 


This Gs is not coaly to bee 
ed, as productive of miſeries which man 

was not made to ſuffer, but as deſtructive 
of: that pure and reaſonable devotion; 
which, the love of nature ne 


wire. a 1801 edo 
5 tn HOTEUDDE has 

Was it not acended, cht this, doye 
mould lead us to the adoration of God? 


Why then are his works, o formed for 


admiration and delight? Why, then fuck 
. „  : over, 
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S ERM ON I. 3 
order, fuch bent. much proportion in 
every part of te" creation | ? Why 1 is the 
eye delighted with variety. of colouring, 
and why are light and ſhade fo admirably 
mingled to produce that variety ? ? Why 
are our ſenſes affected by fragrance or 
beauty, by ſy mmetry or magnificence? 
Why do we rejoice to behold the glories 
of a rifing, or a ſetting ſun? and why 
do we feel an awful kind of pleaſure, 
when we behold the expanſe of heaven 
covered with innumerable ſtars ?=The 
reaſon is obvious: The God of Nature 
formed our ſenſes to be affected by thefe 
objects, that, under the influence of love 
and admiration, we might learn to adore 
2 that created chem. n 


hou tos 2132 07, De 


2 Sites" then the Brit of thi 
viſible” works of Providence ſeems to 
Jobe n dare 
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have. dies intended as 4 motive to ra- 
tional devotion; we fheuld do well to al- 
lot ſome time for exerciſes of this nature, 
and weste the Patriarch at renne 
ner ere the feld.” _—_ a4 
D ü YITSVO jo n CURSv it ine 
To ITE this ads. 
tion muſt be more immediately neceſſary 
for thoſe*whoſe Tives roll in the circle of 
faſhionable diſſipation; Who ſeem to 
think that the only end of their being is 
amuſement, and have not the leaſt idea 
of: thoſe indiſpenſible duties, by Which 
they are bound either as fociable, or as 
eee, & 1. 878g 2torl1 10 
ag REW Siefgtiy? r on 101 5578913 
Did they ſometimes meditate on the 
works of eternal wiſdom, and ſoberly 
conſider the end of their exiſtence, would 
they bonclüde it t& Be tlie pt 
ploytnert Nef ae N ü de We 
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£1 07 zen & 25 DSS t god ent 
irs Hife dan dancing, be- 
tween ſleep and play to fly from one 


amuſement to another while art has any 
new expedient to flatter. Juxury,. and 


while the invention of poverty can ad- 
hae) to che wants of w alch or 

VII ” n Id THT 
Did . ever. ior wil 
e that Being who gave them life, 
could they ſuppoſe: that life to be given 
irt, vain? Cauld they conchude that a 
ul which can conceive the perfections 
-of-11's, Creator, and which beats a ſhadow 
of thoſe perfections: in itſelf; hoid. be 


created for no nobler Mi than an 
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of fftviny ation my z, 2210 v 
Siuey TH] 22212 2112417 20 D: 73 3012 sShitno5 
DGB ſalpead.che purſuit of plea- 


ſure to conſider the facial duties of man, 
"would they ſuppoſe that the world was 


B 3 . 
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furniſhed only for their 3 entor- 
tainment; and that they had no other 
conneQigps, wich, or, engagements to 
their fellow-creatures, than as they were 
neceſſary to their eaſe or amuſement to 
contribute to their luxury, or gratify 
their pride? Would they not ſoon be 
convinced that thoſe who have the great- 
eſt ſnare of this world's goods are but 
more diſtinguiſhed ſervants of the com- 
munity; and the greater the power that 
has been committed to them, the more 
Jaborious mult be their ſervice, and the 
more extenſivè their 2 


Did they reflect on the duties af a de- 
pendent creature, would. they not per- 
ceivę the ſtrong obligations which muſt 
bind a greated being to the Author of its 

exiſtence? Would they not conclude 
that, if acts, ef worſhip. are the only 
- heat 4 offerings 


8 
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$ EN MON I 5 
offerings we are capdble of tmalking our 
ſupteme Creator, it is at "eaſt our 5 


not to neglect thoſe—— But when they 
vere informed that the particular acts of 
obedience which God expected from 
them in return for their creation and pre- 
ſervation, were to do juftly, to hee mercy, 

and to walk humbly with reſpect to him 


would they net, in thoſe precepts, 'be 


ſtruck with a general idea of dir duty 
both religious and ſocial, and be con- 
vinced that the latter ene on 
che former ? | e141! JG i 24501008) 
Such refiefions as theſe are certainly 
proper for Beings that are born to be ac- 
countable for the Tife that ĩs lent them: 
But, how ſeldom do we: yield admimon 
to ſuch reflections as tele l The world, 
'the infinuating world has the art bf e en- 
Long our attentiön-Its objects ſtill 
* B 4 prevail, 
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prevail, however inſignificant; nor is it 
fufficient®that we have been once de- 
ceived: The cheat is ſtill practiſed upon 
us; we are again mam er, 
embrace it again,” mul ot 0 


P Cf > » 


1 is, . convenient wks ue 


ſhould ſometimes retire from a ſcene of 
danger anddiffipation—retire with Iſaat 
into "Ws _ RES de: Af MPSA 


© Man: indeed, was not made for per- 


petual ſolitude— His powers, his depen- 
dencies, all declare againſt it; but occa- 


| Jonally to leave ce t buſineſs and the 
tu bb 


wt of ſociety to retire into himſelf, 
and to A chit bis own heart. lie- 
ther, with the Prophet in his chamber, 


or With the Patriarch i ehe Held; is 
"not only erpediem, bur eren neceffary. 
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© "There js ſcarce any taſle {g,ynwelcame 
ta us as the teview of our un minds, 
and hence it is that we are, in general, 
ſo little acquainted with che ſtate of them. 
Our inclinations change inſcnfibly, ang 
the heart takes a different bias by im- 
perceptible degrees; inſomuch that when 
we come to compare our preſent. con- 
duct with what was our manner of life 
a few years.agp, we are ſurprized te to ob- 
ſerve the difference, becauſe we attended 


not to the.. progreſſive. ia en 
-langiments 0 Siſpoſidons, NN 
i: Bog Ke) Eder ee we * by —_e | 
. to examine the ate of our 
miods, to inquire how we ſtand affected 
to the great branches of our duty, by 
placing them reſpectively in. views but 
more particularly to makeit.our queſtion, 
whether we are ſenſible of that pious gra- 
n titude 


10 S ERM ON I. 
titude to our Creator, which is the firſt 
and beſt foundation of religious obedi: 
ence. 


Enquiries thee are that 8 5 
how: of privacy and recollection, when 
the paſſions are all obedient to the under 
ſtanding, and even ſelf. intereſt and ſelf- 
love ſubmit to the ſearch of truth. 


Then let us ſummon our bebte d 
their trial, when their ſpecious advocates 
are at a diſtance; when they can derive 
no confidence from the flattering pre- 
{ence of worldly objects, and are no 3 
Sardered by-the eee . 


An 1 10 1. 31 119013 
15 wy les 125 once 88 
that, retirement is the proper ſcene. 
The world is an enemy that is not to be 
fubdued, but by frequent retreats; we 
cartons tend with it as the Parthiansof 
old 
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8 ER MON I 11 
old did with their adverſaries, and fly, 
while. we maintain the fgllt. 


But in all our religious meditations 
there is one circumſtanee Which we ought 
never to forget, and that is the deceitful 

neſs of the heart. However cloſely or im- 
partially we examine it; we ſhall hardly 
bring it to an open or an ingenuous con- 
feſſion. It has ſtill ſome evaſion, ſome 
apology, ſome palliating circumſtance 
for every charge that is brought againſt 
it. If we place its deformities before it, 
it has the-art of ſhifting, the ſcene, and 
of diſplaying its ſuppoſed perfections in 
their ſtead. If we charge it with ſome 
particular vice, or foible, it derives en- 
couragement from compariſon, and in- 
ſtead of acknowledging: and amending 
its oven faults, it ſets itſelf at eaſe by 
ing the imperfections of others. 

For 
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"For this evil th ere 1s ng better reme 


* 
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than t that which the Phalmiſt has recourſe 


KY 99 


ro, when he h implores the alliſtance, of 


88 AF 41414 


that Being, who, is,properly called the 
Searcher of hearts. The righteous God, 


ſays he, Pr oVerh the bear i——[Þss. .cyelids 
47. the, childre en of, men-—Examine. me, 
O Lord, and prove ue: Try. my. 17557 
and my beart. Ibo can tell how 0 oft be 


511) i 
0 
2 0 cleanſe. thou me. frop my 1 
141 et faults. 197 T0 185 2117 9 fo | D uod | 
* ** 
| 6 DVR 20 INN * 


he author of theſe Petition Was, 


Glu. R 101 Ni 
exchiive, of his inſpired know! lege. by 
no means a ſtranger te to the human heart, 
He had experienced its treachery: He 


knew its propenſity to error, to folly 


and. ta vice... He knew that an enemy 
cn under the. mel. of friendſhip 


„e f 
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and He confidered 12 own wn heart as ſuch. 


Le was enlible chat i in this reſpect too 
he \ was liable to be betroyed by bis oron 
fanuliar friend, with whom he e had like- 


i 36 1 
wiſe taken | wp council. 20 3611 


| | | 5 0 wb os 
& 


Tei is from the ſtrongeſt convictiohs, : 
therefore, chat he applics to a ſuperior 
power, and prays for deliveratice from 
an enemy ſo inſidious, and 1⁰ near. 
Such, under the ſame circumſtances, 


ſhould be the conduct of every 3 
If our hearts condemn us not, yet 


pray for a a more perfect knowledge of 
and command over them, to that Being 


17 en e 


f 
* 8 


who is greater than our _ and knoy- 


75 A 3 DE c 
mY: all things. | 194:579%5 ben 5 
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This vil cer on b. be the wölk effer⸗ 
— bur the lafeſt eino of ſelf'e3 ex- 


nE Rom odr 212%) amination; 
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amination ; for when, with all becoming 
humility, we: implore the aſſiſtance of 
God in that duty, we have nothing fur- 
ther to fear from the event of it, becauſe 
we have done whatever was in our own 
power towards IK lei ei n not 


Theſe are 8 which 8 
aroſe upon the ſubject of religious medi. 
tation. — Let us now turn our eyes A 
moment on the contemplative Patriarch. 
He went out, we are told, 1% meditate.iu 
the feld at the eventide, | This was at the 
moſt critical juncture of bis life; for he 
was now in expeftation that the Une: 
'promiſe would foon be fulfilled, in;2.cir> 


| cumftance of no les  conſeguence. than 
that of e giving him a wife, in whoſe; off. 


ſpriog, all che beer ol, hae 
were to be bleſſed. db 34 


4 


S ERMON IL. tz 

With ſuch glorious and exalted views, 

it was natural for him to retire,/and in- 

dulge his thoughts in private. Great 
joys, like great ſorrows, love to be alone, 

and a ftranger doth not intermeddle” with 


them. It is, therefore, with the greateſt 
propriety that the hiſtorian e 


5 & „ 


the field for meditation. 


7 17 
| 011 


The probable ſubject of his refleckions 
was nothing leſs than the accompliſh- 
went of the divine promiſe—a ſubje&, 


in Every reſpect, the nobleſt, and the 
molt delightful that the human mind j 1s 


ILIKh 


capable of contemplating! To EEE. 
triarch it muſt have been particular] 


upon this odcaſion, for While he was yer 
meditating'on thofe promiſes, be beheſt 
them accompliſhed. DM 


. 
— 2 amet —— — 


419. 5 « He 


He lift op his eyes and faw, and, 
8 « behold, the camels: were 1 \ 


exhortation, if I recommend. it to you, 


tation. Tou have, you will ſay, no 


SERMON I. \ 


6, And Rebeleah li A 
« when ſhe faw Haac, ſne * off 
* « the nel. 


. « For the had aid unto the ſervant, ö 
64. What man is this that walketh in the 
« field to meet us? And the ſervant had 


« * ſaid, It is my maſter.” 


As it will hot be a far. fetebed. 90 1 
hope it will not altogether be an uſeleſs 


while you walk through the field of this 
life, like the Patriarch, to make the pro 


mies of God the ſubjedt of your medi- 


er packcylitignansica, ſuch as 
the fon of Abraham was favoured with. 


— Ther may — how nach. 


| 5 
S ERMON I. 17 
r. how. much more glorious are 
your expectatiaps chan his? His were 
confined merely to the long ſucceſſion of 
an earthly poſterity, but you" look up to 
an inheritance of immortality, to an 
houſe not made with hands, incorruptible 
in the heavens. Theſe magnificent pro- 
riſes you have from the ſame "gracious 
Power, in whom the Patriarch rruſted 
And was net deceived ; whoſe band is not 
ſhortened that it cannot ſave, and part of 
whole glorious character it is, that be 
le pers his promiſe for. ever. 5 1 | 


ane eee n 
42in life let us conſtantly meditate on the 
eternal promiſes. The eventide will ſoon 
come, When, ke. Harc, we ſhall fee 
—— us from i 7 
Voz. I. 1 this 


18 SERMON I. 

this be our ſtrong conſolation, who have: 
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet - 
before 193 which hope wt bade as an an- 
chor of our ſouls, ſtedfaſt and immoveable. 
This; hope it was that ſupported our! 
fellow-chriſtians in all the painful con- 
flicts of their ſpiritual warfare: And it is 
this that muſt afford us the only reaſon- 


able conſolation under eyery diſtreſsful, | 
or diſcouraging event. 


„Why art thou ſo full of heavineſs, 
« O my ſoul! And why art thou ſo 
diſquieted within me? Truſt in God. 3 4 
——Repoſe'on his infallible word, his im- 
mutable promiſes; and in every various 
ſituation of life the ETERNAL. Fe 6 
DENGEe:ſhall never fail thee nor forſake thee.” 
Whether thou art in the city, or whether 
thou art in the field; Hlefſed ſhalt bau le 
in the city, and bleſſed Web thou 445 in be 


fell. _ " 
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The Reſurrection of Lazarus. 


LuKkE xi. 44. 
. that was dead came forth. 


H E feſurreQion. of Lan not 

only affords a firm proof in favour 
of Chriſtianity, but exhibits à - very © 
pleaſing picture of its amiable Author. 
While we read the ſtory, the miracle” 
itſelf does not ſo much engage our at- 
tention, as the circumſtanices of tender 
neſs that lead to it: We admire that 
C 2 divine 


| 
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divin power which ounks re-animate 
the dead, but the ſenſibility of frjend- 
hip carries away our hearts: And, 
Wen we behold that divine Perſon 
who entered into this ſtate of Being for 
the benevolent purpoſe of our redemp- 
tion, melting under the tender ſen- 
ſations of friendſhip, that reverence we 
owe to the dignity of his character for- 
ue itſelf in alfectiom 


The Rory of 1 Is recorded by 
that beloved diſciple, who was eminent 
for his ſenſihility and affectionate diſpo- i 
ſition- Hence 1 it is that we find it re- 
lated with all thoſe tender circumſtances 
_ that await the event of death, when | 
female fofinefs beyails the lofs of a 

brother, and friendſhi is a moyrner at 
the grape, 4 


1 — F# o 


SERMON HI. 2 

The ſacred writer opens his ſtory with 
the ſickneſs of Lazarus, and diſtin- 
guiſhes him as the brother of 1 that pious 
woman, who had anointed the Lord with 
ointment, and wiped his feet with her heir 
Theſe good offices juſtly entitled her to 
call upon him for his aſſiſtance in a caſe 
where he might be eminently ſerviceable. 
She, therefore, with her ſiſter, ſent un!o 
bim, ſaying, Lord, he whom thou loveſt, 


"75 fitk. The hiſtorian has not mention- 
ed the purpoſe of this meſſage, but it 
Vs ſent moſt probably with the Hope of 


what ſome of the Jews prefent ſuggeſted 


afterward, that he who opened the Ses 
of the blind, "could cauſe that this man 


i not die. At the fame time it might 
be hoped that the conſolations of friend- 


Hip would afford ſome refief to their 


alicted brother; for the pity of thoſe 


C 3 we 
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we love has power to ſoothe the heart, 
even while the body labours under the 

| e een. 


But whateyer might be the purpoſe 
of the meſſage, i it had not the effect 


it; * Jeſus . not immediately = to 
Bethany, though be, whom be loved, was 
oe k. Yet why? — why were the kind 
1 offices of friendſhip refuſed, at a time, 

, when they were wanted ſo much? Or 
«why. was that healing power, which had 
been ſo effectually and ſo generally ex- 
erted, ſuſpended, in a caſe where affec- 
tion, and even gratitude, appeared to 
demand it? Could he, 'whoſe Bene- 
volence was univerſal, who! could reſtore 
the daughter of the Syrophenician wo- 
man—could be withhold that aid from 
by a friend 


1 
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' friend which he ſo liberalſy gave to 
ſtrangers? 'Hbw could he ſuffer Vim 
er hom be loved to langulſn to death! ? 
How could he, after be had beard, that 
his friend was fick, abide two days fti!! 
in the ſame place where he was? The 
reaſon for this he affigns himſelf, viz. 
that it was for the glory of ( Cod, that the 
San of Cod might be glorified thereby. 
—Yet it was not only for the glory of 
God, but for the benefit of the ſufferer. 
When by ſuch, an aſtoniſhing! proof he 
Was convinced of the divine nature of 
his friend, with what joy muſt he have 
returned from the Fginay of death? 
haye confided i in | his. Redeemer? How 
inexpreſſibly delight: ful muſt thoſe reflec- 
tions have been which told him he had 
an intereſt with that all- powerful Being, 
Vo could bring back life from the 


8 4 womb 
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womb of deſtruction ? Who could re- 
ſtore the. cold and inſenlible body to all 
its faculties and functions, and ligbten 
thoſe eyes, that had ſlept the fleep of death? 
Were the ſalferings of a tranſient ſickneſs 
to be , With the glory th at was thus 
morecver, "his ſorrowing ſiſters had not. 
only the; Joy of beholding their brother 
reſtored to life, but 2 from this 


event that confirmation of their faith 
which, would from thenceforth be an 
uofailing; Hource of dine 

21 1 Di Db 10118. | 

Thus it is thar the; gracious God. 
dealeth, with the children of men. He 


is in nopiſe the, author of their ſuffer- 
| ng... They flow from moral, or, as 5 


the ſickneſs of Lazarus didi from natu- 
ral cauſes. But howoft does the di- 
vine Providence bring good out of evil! 

ANG 


8 E R M O . oy 
And hbw frequently, through bis gra- 
cious intipolioon, is our Ae a 
ie Joy! 3 | 


>, 
1 


Upon theſe backs did the friend 
of Lazarus forbear to viſit him during 
his ſickneſs; but when by his divine 
knowledge, he found that he was dead, 
Our friend Lazarus ; fleepeth, ſays ] he, but 
7 & that I may atwake lim. 


kt appears that the diſciples to l had” 
a regard for this 'atniable man, which 


was the reaſon why their maſter did not, 


out of tenderneſs to them, exprefs him- 
ſelf clearly on the death of Lazarus: It 
appears ſo,” an it is evident; for when 


3A 
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be told them plain), Lararus is 3 | 


row Ther l, 1 they my de with 
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.bim. Alas! is our friend Lazarus 


* 344 Jed Is he chat loved us no more ? 


% What is there in this world that is 7920 
worth living for? Is there yet ano- 


. ther Lazarus? Another that will love 
us None, none! then let us go, that 
e ge may dis doiih him. Theſe are the 
natural complaints of ſurviving friend- 
ſhip, hen thoſe, who are, dearer to us 
than life itſelf, are irrecoverably rorn 


away by the hand of death. Nor does 


it appear, as Thomas met with no re- 
buke for bis exclamation, that theſe 
complaints are diſagreeable to Provi- 
; Qence. They a are conſidered, no doubt, 


as the unavoidable effuſions of paſſions 
tha at are in Hhemſolues hlameleſss and 


„ + %f BZ 


pable, "when n . into habitual 


| murmuring. 109G5 INBITO(QTLIAVO e ft 
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But let us now accompany the mourn- 
ing diſciples and their maſter to viſit the 
afflicted ſiſters, and the tomb of Liazarus. 
Martha, ſays the Evangeliſt, as ſcan as foe 
beard of the coming of Jeſus, went and met 
bin, and ſaid, Lord. if thou\hadft been 
here, my brother had not died. This ſeems 
to be a modeſt and unaffected complaint 
; he Jeſus had not viſited his friend dur- 

ng his ſick neſs; but it was, at the fame 
pk, an acceptable inſtance of faith, 
Which indeed ſhe proves to be very great, 
when ſhe adds, 7 know, that, ecen now, 
"whatſoever thou wilt of of Cod, Ged 1 fl 
Live it thee. As a(reward for this dif- | 

tinguiſhed faith) Jeſus immediately, tells 

F her that her Brother Thould riſe gain; 
and when the ſuppoſed that he oe wo 2 


- "KF 


the general reſurrection, he takes an op- 
portunity from thence to inform her of 
his own important appointment; and the 
ſuperior privileges of thoſe that believe 
a * In. 


* HMO 
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in "him. 7 \ fays he, am the reſurreflion, 
nd the Wes z whoſever believeth in mes 
though he were dead, yet ſhall Be live ; 
ard he that liveth, and believeth i in me, 
Hall, never die. This was, indeed, a glo- 
nous declaration, and properly expreſſive 
of bis divine miſſion, who brought fe 
and immortality to * 8. 


81 1 
* *\4 1 


But Martha v was not the only one who 
made a 3, confeſſion of faith on this, occg- 
Lon, t he Jews, who came from Jeryſa- 
Jem to pay their viſſ ts of condolence, 

; made it it their queſtiqn, whether he, bo 
ee the eyes of the blind, could ot bave 
can ed that. even this, man ſhould not have 
tied... Strange! that, the Jews ſhould 
admit ſuch a ſuppoſition, who were, in 
general, remarkable for their iafidelity, 
and from whoſe perſecutions, Jeſus had 


49 e been obliged to fly. Nay, it is 
evident 


>» 
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evident that he now PR to Bethany 
witlicautionand ſecrecy on their account, 
from the reception he-met with, and the 


private audience he appears to have had 
of Martha and Mary. Is it not ſtrange 


then, I fay, that theſe Jews ſhould drop | 
any thing like an expreſſion of faith ? 
Certainly it appears fo, bur, pethaps, ie 
may be accounted for thus. 


The mind is never ſo willing to let g 
its prejudices a6 at thoſe times for- 
row, 'of mourning, or the evils of life 
le Bold f K. Scenes of afftiction n and, 
diſtreſs ſubgue the pride of the 1915 | 


and obtain admimon for picty and truth. 
"Now theſe Jews really condoled with the 


hiſters of 1 the Evangeliſt 
tells us they wept; and this; theirs, 


uns a proper ſeafbn for faith to gain in th 
1 of "Phe; © NE mr 
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39 SERMON» 1. 
When Jeſus, joined. chi a 
mourners, be groaned in, the pip '$ ſays | 
the ſacred writer, and was troupled ; but 
when he came to the tomb where. his de- 
parted friend was laid be wept. He 


could no longer reſiſt the tender ſenſa - 
tions of frĩiendſhip, and though he knew _ 


that; the next moment, ks: ſhould ſee, 
Lazarus reſtored to life, he could not 
look on that body, which contained a 
heart that once had loved him, without 
a tear. Teſus wept. The Son of God be- 5 
held with tears that body inanimate. to | 
which he was now about to reſtore the 

faculties of life. — Yer as a man, and | 
as a friend he wept. Jeſus wept—but i it 

was at the grave of friendſhip ; And che, 
tears that fall on ſuch a grave are the 
teats of virtue. 7 That fortizade, which | 


4 ; 
o 


refuſes the tribute of mourning ther 1 | p 


differs nor from inſenlibiliry. It is gra- 
e ititude 


SERMON It gf 
titude to weep, over 4 deparrel friend: 


I had almoſt called it e 
cents did x give i it that name. . 

lee 8 who brought, 1 
nal life to his creatures, wept. that one 
ſhould die! Who knows. what . 
might, at! that moment, agitate his ſacred | 
boſom ! ? Who knows whether, as Me 
looked upon his lifeleſs friend, he did not 
revolve in his gracious mind all the mi- 


ſeries to which mankind are ſuhject; 


all the various evils of life, and death, 
the laſt and greateſt evil? Who knows 


whether ſome-of thoſe tears that fell over - 
the grave of Lazarus were not excited ; 
by refleQing on the ruin of human na- 


ture, that natore which he bad taken 


pon him, and d which i it was his purpoſe | 


2 


to oe tothe: original privilege: of life? 
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LY FEAMWORA — 
the ſwekteſt and moſt umiable of all-hu- 
man „ err of oy 


ron R 4 1113 210 


"Bux chexime was naw come, whenke 
Would exert his power Halber I thank 
thee, ſays he, that thou haſt beard me, and 
¶ knew that thou beareſt me always : but, 

Fecauſe...of the people which: ſtand by, I ſeid 
tit, that. they ey Believe that en, bap 

ſent. NE. 
ee, to the great miracle he was about 
_.toperform; and it muft have rendered 
= "the effect of it (till more ſtriking to the 
"prople, when they beheld the immediate 


1 
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af. curiofity and expecbation ate Mitten 


upon the faces of thoſe mhð foud 494 * 
See, kow fult of expreſſion is every fea- 


ture at this critical moment Whenthe 
dead is called upon 10 come forth! Me- 
firm confidence of faith;” ajid un another 
the ſuſpenſion of doubt; while a third ex- 
preſſes the careleſsneſs, and half conceal- 

ed ſcorn of diſpelief. One is attending 
with eager eyes to mark the firſt ſymp· 
roms of returning life, while another s 
ſmiling at the vain confidence and credy- 
lit of bis neighbour. The ſon gf God | 
himſelf ſtands over the grave withloaks 


34 SE RMON II. 
they bend over their brother's grave h See 


hq trembling expectation; waits for the 
firſt ſignal of life In this caſe perfee? laue 


doth xo caſt out fear, nor doth faith it- 

ſelf attend the, iſſue without  wavering. 
: See how. .their Des ſtrain to cateh the 

returning ſenſe! Hahl. it returns the 
colour returns to the pale lips They 
move The blood wanders over the 
cou The eye balls move 
The eye. lids open He lives—Lazarus 
lives —Need we purſue the ſcene fur- 
ther ꝰ Need we dwell upon the cordial 
effufions'of grateful friendſhip, / or tlie 
tender embraces of brotherly lover 
Theſe circumſtances we need not exhi- 
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SEKMONAF 33 
much religious improvement. They 
amimate our de vOtion; conffrtm our faith, 
and even exalt our ideas bf that gloribus 
Being whom we ſerve. At the ſame time 
ſeeties'of pathetic tenderneſs; here the 
gentte affeRiohs are exetcifed-/arid" called 
forth, ſoften and ſubdue the mind: They 
recall us froni the idle purſuits of feſti- 
vity, or tlie more laborious gegen 
aa ambiton. l 


y "7 
— +4 — "A 


5 We, that MOVER GAs 
death of Lazarus, but would racher wiſh 
that his remains might be embalmed by 
ihe tears of private friendſhip; thauthat 
the report of his death" ſhould fpread 
from region to region, and be heard with 
indifference, till it was heard no more! 
— Who, that cor ders the e us 


dn © ure rection, would 
Thats it worth his als to Labour fol the 


D 2 intereſt 


36 SERMON I. 
intereſt of any power but that which ſhall 

re-animate the dead Iz, it poſſible 
| to reflect on the Rd of Lazarus, and 
not wiſh to have partaken of that tender 


affection Tbich-wept) over his grave?.— 


To ERR 1 

of that gracious edeemer who feels ſo, 
tenderly for the ſufferings of his crea- 
tures, who died for'their fins,” ant roſe 
again for their deliverance from the 


grave? If it be natural to form theſe 
wiſhes, let us reflect that this Redeemer 
ill liverh, and liveth to make intefceſ- 
fion for us; that, like Lazarus, we may 
| be diſtinguiſhed by his friendſtip, and, 
like he through his N. nis again 
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The" Path of the Tufts 10 4¹ arb 
Len that Siueth more a. nir Ks 


Buy the Way a ws ork- 
ors they know not at I L Ty 


EVER was there a more juſt, or 
a more ftriking picture than that 
which is exhibited in theſe two ſhort 
verſes. It appears, indeed, from all the 
D 3 _ writings 


Jen ar Dt £4 [ofa garhtt 
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Mittags r the de of David that he had 
4 confutnmate knowledge bf humaf na- 
ture, and a deep penetration into the 
mimds atid n manners of men! But in this 
paffage he has even outſhone hi mſelf, and 
has added to che ſolid triiths of tlie mo- 
raliſt en * the cath a ee. 


en * 75 81130 Ar z worm 
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n oY 7 brrpdrhofithe 1 is is as \ the indie 

Hg, And what wonder? Since his way 

is directed by that word of truth, which 

is 4 Janthorn to bis feet, and 8 light unto 

bis pathe=Since he derives his intelli- 

| gende from the fountains of eternal 
| *knowIedge, and follows the guidanee of 
"© HfatHBle wiſdom! Is it pombe that 
darkneſs ſnould fall upon his'path,'or 
0 that his life ſhould be' miſdirected, while 
it is conducted by the rules of him who 
gave it? Is not he who conſtructs à ma- 
chine 


mad 2 Tp 
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SE NOIO NAR. 39 
chine moſt capable of ordering its mo- 


tions, and of giying laws. for its due re- 
gulation? While the actions of, man are 


* impoſſible that he ſhould go. blind- 


I, forward, or chat his feet ſhould: not 
Walk in the way of knowledge. He 
moves in one certain and limited ſphere, 
where his way is plain before him; and 

his guide is continually at hand to direct 

dim, that he dure not 1 N — 1 
W * d | 

. i any thing be mare e in 

this valley of darkneſs and un certainty, 


v). 


chan to, walk under the brightneſs, of 


: Perpetual day than to have our paths 
lumined; by, that; glorious Being, who 


las + GEAR _ as with 4 
pig ren en ebe 
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oo SERMON I. 
This ja nothing more than hat- a 


good inan continually enjoys. While be 
makes the revealed will of God the rule 


br his actions, he «aſſes for ever in the 
? 8 and he chat trade 
NI IT *DEL9HHLXS 5 


# > 1 


But de pattiof bs jult m may be nid 
to be ahining light with reſpect to its 
_ certainty and elearneſs, ſo likewiſe it may 
be termed in conſideration of that plea- 
ſure and chearfulneſs which it affords to 
n _ children, whe N the 1 


inder. cos o 2 Ther 
equally ſtrange ts 10 the arixfeties” of 
« F6ubt; add the ap preienfions of * fear. 
They neſther regret the x proſpect that i is 
behind thein, no ce & that which 
lies before. Faß 51 ſerene, they pro- 

* Fcked 


n 10: 
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ceed to the boundaries f life anch ap- 
n chem wich unſhaken repoſd-· 
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«« Behold, ſay they, here inthe end of 


£ « all our, toils, the limits of out earthly 


« exiſtence. We bave fini/hed ths caurſe 
« of life, and henceforth there is laid up 


for us. a reward chat fade th not away. 
As we have hitherto walked. in che | 
« light of . rhe everlaſting; Gods, ſo xe 
<« ſhall henceforward; enjoy bis glorious 

e preſence. / Not ſtrangers to the com- 
- forts of deing his will on l 
% now, we ſhall have the hongur and the 
i happineſs af fulfilling it in beayen=r 


« we go to chat inqumeralle cen pam WG 
66 * Angels, tl thar exalted ſociety of line 
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wc « Beings, 1 who ha have either, lie us, di 


r — ? 


e l beg ces of 2 1 e, r 
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1 \haye. been. created from eternity; 
'P Attendant of their immortal Maker.” 


With 
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22 NE RMO N II. 
With theſe fublime and ahimating re- 
flections the juſt man cloſes his life 3 but 
before a ſtate of mind like this can be 
attained, he muſt have | long toiled in the 
Paths of duty z the habits of virtue muſt 
; have been confirmed by time, the Sl 
tations of immortality enſured b by. the 
firmeſt faith; and hope muſt have been 
long i in poſſeſſion of the mind, before it 
can leave behind 1 it a moral certainty of 
"hat happineſs it had in view. For or 


14 


IT. Though the ag of the juſt is al- 
ways 46 4 ining ligbt, yet its brightneſs 
1 1 F. 5 a K it rs oft 
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more and 
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- To whatever the deprayity 2 


man mind, may hays: been wing ori 
"nally, nothing is mbre certain, than at 
It Is Rrangely depraved. Even virtue 


| herſelf, 


ma 


To 4 
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SERMON M. 43 
herſelf, all amiable: as: eis; muſt be 
long a ſollicitor;-before:ſhe-obtainsatiy 
-eſtabliſhed intereſt in the hłart. Even 
that degree of moral perfection which is 


"attainable in this life muſt be 40 acqui- 
tion of time, and cannot be attained 


"without long aliduity.” The diſpoſitions 
/ of the mind, naturally tending to vice, 


arc not to be fubdued inſtantaneouſly, 
nor are ſuch converſions, ſince the ceſſa- 
tion of miracles, cither to be hoped' for 
or believed. 
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Fa anatics, indeed, will pretend to refer 


0 you to the day, or to the very hour, when 
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THE GREAT Won K WAS WROUGHT IN 
THEM, but this 18 to be numbered 


"aniopgſt the many vain deluſſons of a 


People whoſe el 1s directed wer ima- 
Scrion. rn, = 


* 1 1 
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SERMON IE  - 
(> kene to virtue muſt 
uw or adually, brought about: Reaſon is 
= in its operations, and unleſs the 
gonvetſion be the work of reaſon, it 
Man ds upon an uncertain foundation, and 
will probably endure but a ſhort time. 
The Paſſions, indeed, are more active in 
their execution; but as they are in them- 


ſelves e o Fl be all cheir 
cheese 
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"How flowly reaſon reveals upon. the 
heart to conquer any favorite inclination 
is well Known to every man who has 
made the attempt. But though it is 
diffigult, it is far from being g impolſible; 

che moſt arduous parts of religious duty 
art to be overcome by the''concurring 
aſſiſtance of heaven, and he whoſe heart 


is impreſt with the deepeſt characters of 
vice may in time be reclaimed” by the 
ur | aſſiduities 


SE R 15 N Alf. 45 
affiduities of feaſon Allifted 2 ad kg. 
porta by we divine ane 


. 
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Can 1 *. Aubert to IN 
ſtrong an admonition this difficy j of 
conyerſion affords” agafnſt Hiking dee 
in the habits of fin? Wo would retder 
Rill' more” laborious à taſk which mult 
onee be performed? Who would add. 
weight to a burthen which he apprehends 


to be already too heavy, and which, ne- 


Verchelths, he muſt bear, or r periſh? 


* 
9 
3 


nn hs theſe” diſagterable 
truths it, may afford us ſome conſolation, 
that When once wer have ſar our feet in 
the, ſhining. path of the juſt. virtue will 
become more eaſy to: us, as it becomes · 
more habitual; that we ſhall receive fer 
light, and freſh enoouragement the fur- 
her, we proge. d, and that the way ot 
z,“ the 


a6 slk K MU N. itt 
o righteous ſhinecb more and more unte 
the perfel day... ituod big n 264 WO 2 
ho 3n92tlth 
If nice can have charms ſufficient to 


eſtahliſn herſelf more ſecyrely by habit 
and cuſtom; if guilt, whoſe alluremenzs 
are ſpec Cf 10Us and | deceitful, can, in time, 
belle the heart to all i its horrible ts 


1410 3 


formities, much more ſurely ſhall goo good- 


neſs, ſhall: virtue preyail by habit. Theſe 
are like faithful friends the further 
trial we have of them, we ſhall find cauſe 


11 and value them the mares 1" 
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4 That the  plegſure o of religious duty it 7” 
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creaſes i in Proportion to the practi 

it, we need only appeal to the en 

of , a e in al ages. The . 

| Ipect, 

wp "a5 @ 1 of ns 4 d ſeed, "kan 

ang inconſiderable in its firſt principles, 
but, 
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but, by time and proper n 

growing up and Wenn 
rr Ps. 7 
Mr IHA , «(TG 1D d £83. 9Ny. Ba :, 

It is thus too that 2 | take erte 
may be conſidered mieraphotically a8 4 
erte planted 2 the rivers of water, "which 

not only bringeth forth 110 Jrai. in b due 


tous ſituation, acquires a ſtronger and 
more ample growth. Je 


L 


The life of a good man vids 3 A prot. 


pect not unlike that of a mountainous 
country—Upon the firſt view | 1t appears 


barren and folitary, but, as we ; proceed, 


aun 


the ſcene changes; * and! we are preſented 
nich views of fertilicy. and beauty; which 


grow Kill, more che, the farther 
we adyance 
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. The BOG" not. only gur with pa. 


ae ef that's aun been 
acquire new ſtrength and activity, as 


the approach pn the. end. , Ani- 
id 'by the divine promiſes, they 


ſtretch;forward to obtain /he big prize 


unſhaken faith, whoſe victorious inſſu- 
ence evercometb the. world, Thus it is 
that the light of the eee 
more wilo ihe pee d + bode 
* 

2 Ul, Bur the wataf the 3 
darkneſs... u 50 01 Dtal 711 09331 Sh 
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agg, ys the Proverbialil et. how 
mold that be? Are. not ie poor of 
reaſon and incelligen 


net Od nate bit fin Fe Fiat. 
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ES 1 555 


of 4heir calling, the final, objects of that 
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58 ce of ce wicket Pe 2, Uarkener . 
And yet ie wür be 6 155, fin 5 he wiſe 
Prince," wo pond ; ondunced 11 0 EA ih 
cache act ak ic withou convitz 

„A ſtate OR 18 always ö — 
minated, by the Tacted Sten {ſtate 
of darkneſs; That terrible itnage {ce 
ed to be moſt expreſſive of the unhappy | 
condition. of thoſe, who walked” in the 
their mind, alienated From the 
life of God Death 1s another image by 
which their ſtate is deſcribed. " T5 < the 


wicked are ſaid to be dead in 25 
and fens ; z and _the Apoſtle 955 them 
Fes * as it were fr 1155 
| Ra; 40 ep Apel, ang : 
bY e dead, and Cirif foe Ebel on 
bes Bo he £25 = more ex- 
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3 SERMON AT. 
de is evili ſays ha, ah buch alſo is Full 
Tarte, n Tale bead tiiergfore that the 

E cubich is in thee bei. wot: darkneſs 1 


This is as St; Luke relates the paſſage : 


St. Matthew has it more emphatically. 
Fil li ubich is in tbee be ann 
evt great 3s HA darkneſs, n 
v3, vo. Dent, eee by B. 
The proptiety of theſe ſeripture images 
- vil appear, more, clearly if we. conſider 
.. the, tendency, which. vice has to.darken 
the underſtanding. It is neceſſary that 
the power of reaſon ſhould be in a great 
degſęe ſuſpended before a man can im- 
 plicitly give himſelf up, to the dominion 
of wickedneſs : For though the heart has 


à natural propenſity to vice, it 15 guard- 


ed by a moral ſenſe of right and wrong, 
and this: ſenſo muſt neceſſurily be extin · 


guiſhet ur ſuſpendell before any man can 
e eee wig nt 
84 WW: 
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alt is the ſuſpenſion of this ſenfe, 
and the perverſion of the ünderfanümg 
which conſtitutes che moral datknefs' 
that is mentioned in the tek 


yilzaittiqua 10m; 21 e WAN 7G 
When the heart is devoted to\wicked: 

— | I” ERIE 84 
neſs, and involyed in guiſt, che unders 


ſtanding is generally perverted by the 


pamons. A man may reſt” Gd 
without the apptobation of others, but 


he cannot be ſarisfied without Hs WI; | 


hie therefore ſeeks for arguments Hows 


be is in the right; and makes his 11210 
ſtanding the dope of his Hartz 


een 116530 20} favod? 107] HAD 10 6 
b Bur p e ile ſoiuing ulli of 

che righteous; 2be way of the wnched 35 as 

darkneſs in :miiiny> other-reſpetts;! For 


what are his proſpects either preſent; or | 
future ? 1 melanclioly paſſage 


a 


8 through 


ever fallacious, to perſuade Himſelf that 
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52 
through this region af ſorrow, termi- 
mating at heſt, in an inſenſible grave? 
MW here are the hopes that ſhould comfort 
him under the anguiſh of affliction? 
Where is the faith that ſhould ſupport 
bim! in iche moments of anxiety Where 
16 the conſcience that might encourage 
kim ig the hour of reflection? Alas! 
mis hope ends with that life, of whoſe 
miſeries he complains; and, to uſe the 
language of the Apoſtle, inſtead of 
holding faith and à good conſcience, con- 
ig. faith be bas mage Auiprureck. 


I. In this een hopeleſs ſitu· 
aaa more than · Egyptian dar- 
-;ncfs,' no wonder if the wicked i not 


© at wha! they ftumble.-: While the mind 
is in a ſtate of perplexing uncertainty, 
without any determinate principle of 
faith, or any rule of action, diſſatisfac- 


: "tion and-confulibn muſt be unavoidable. 
nit 6. „ : © 


4 27 


* 4 


o Doron WA 


of 


ſenſe as the expreſſion in the text, wg 
| bo they- new hot has; Nie 
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= isimpoſſible for any man, however 
wicked, wholly to direſt kitafel? of whe 
apprebenfions 4 of fututity—= Theſe will 
attack him at certain tim's, unhinge 55 
reſolutions, aud deſtroy his confidence 
Na ay, though] be holds himſelf the abe 


be more Kerlen = thoſe whoſe 
faith is the ſubjectof bis ridicule he wall 
often be haunted: with groundleſs fears, 
and decome the flave of chikliſh tirmidiry, 


This! is eee to che che that 
za given of him in another part of che 
book of Proverbs, via, chat be ;flettb 
uber no one purſuis; which has the ſame 


Denim | 

ATE Soc and is diere e 
et — the wicked and che 
3 righteous, 


a -BERMON-An. 
vighteous THE Pf of THE efe, directed 
by the dene Wiſdom" And goodnefs,” ts 

Nereiſe; and chearful, and Coifortable as 
wenge That öf rhe bther, guided by 
10 Prihciple öf reaſon, no laws of that 
Being who gave t, Ts gloomy, and per- 
Plexiit cif uncomfortable as darknel. 


I) * A 1 * yy 
FI. 


| The ri Les 3 by faith and 
hope, finds his happineſs increaſe with 
his piety, and ſees the journey of life 
grow brighter, and more inviting to- 
vwards its end: While. the wicked, deſti- 
. tute of every hope that might reconcile 
him to futurity, wanders miſerably for- 
--ward in darkneſs and uncertainty; per- 
plexed both with fears that are, and with 
e that are not vain. 


Behold here, my lads, two different 


_ Tos! Chuſe which thall be your own. 
Halt 


S ERM OM AH. ws 
Halt not between two opinions. I the 
Lord vs Cod, ewerſhip chip act ne 
then worſhip bim, If the ways of 
edneſs delight you, 3 chemer but 
te death If the path of 858 Four 
choice, enter-into oh SOLO Gad A 


Jy you * Way, 
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The „ are, ef, J a Health, js. in the. 
Dwelling of the Kama 121 


ER E the grinciples of religion 
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influence they ee happi- 


nels of bu IP man lifes. ne iſe eee 
belly 6 We Bn oem od en 


"a For, 
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For, if kumar laws have their foun-- 


dation, their ſcchrity inichoſFpriiciples; 
if the order and the N = 240 
are preſerved by chem; 13, if | 
the virtües of rem: perat RE 1575 4 
and) giradiice tw Keaeh of Body ind 
ptace of mind—luch/offutts Are ſurely 
'moſt incereſting. 4 


if Noi V. 


= 


Bot, in the firſt place, we ſhould 
make it Gur enquiry whether religion is 
really capable of produeing ſuch effects, | 
or whether ſhe does not owe all her amb . 
able attributes te the 2 2 * 


N * \\ 5 
her own projectors. © Oe da 


This enquiry! we fall be N 
5 ſeeute moſt efectbally b Ty : 
10 oppoſite thirds" ö 

the! vighte6Hs, by chuck ing che 
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and of buy who a are e actuated by diffe- 


fent Pelnelples. 


vH enn Ya SH 19 4 91515 +11 
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While we purfuc ah argument, it may 
de worth our while to take' in the obler- 
vations" which" the faered writers have 
given us on this ſubject, not in order to 
borrow | any evidence from their aſſer⸗ 
tions bur, if poſſible, to illuſtrate and 
confirm their obſervations, by an appeal 


* ee * ye the: — 
e * | i{; 28 r Das: 
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1+ The * 8 obe 
* # bees the ae FO 


7 as a lion.“ devo 1 475 


"Built and feat a are engel "Hs, 
who is conſtſous'of « crime, if bel is not 
1250 td 2 a, muſt be Sp e- 


ill 


nent or 


96 *, 
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2 io va. puh 918 oflw pid a * 


„ mould e triumph une etected 
pe ſecreſy of his villainy, he cannot pl 
the accuſations. of his own heart Con- 
ſcience, will ſollicit him with, the, moſt 
unyelcome. impertinence—7with, haneſt 
Hbſtinacy, will hold up, the mirror to 
his conduct, alarm him with the future, 
ang Nrpppeh him wich the paſt. This 
115,996 an Imaginary picture: It is bgr- 
rowed from the univerſal experience, 
and acknowledgement of mankind. All 
agree that fear is the companion of 
vice andi the teſtimony of thoſe WhO 
Rave happily returned to virtue is; in 
this caſe, indiſputable. * 44) & 2 % 


dhe principles of. religion, lives and 
thinks at eaſe. He, has, nothing to ap · 
prebeg nf either from puniſhment, or diſ- | 


0 10 a 3 
&< 


SERMON iv 

grace, from an injured neighbour, or an 
offended God. His boldneſs is not the 
triumph of daring guilt, not an affected 
confidence ariſing from the overthrow of 


truth and reflection, which can laſt only 


daring the hour of riot, or the indolence 


of ſtupefaction Lit is a ſteady and a laſt- 
ing principle, ſupported by tlie teſtimo- 
nies of à conſcience and of reaſon. A 
goock man is, therefore; in no circum- 
:Kances ſubject to any other fear than 
that reverence for his God which ſoothes 
im, while irawes—ihat ener, 
Knows no other angierys eher 
can panies 85 e deſire to pleaſe 


5 7 1 have ſee a the wicked in in great 


« power, and 1 himſelf hike the | 


4 green bey; 9517 paſſed aneh, and, 
. tbo! he was nor; . TROP. bim, 45 


** Mev. of 


* "66 he, 


SERMON I 6 
& he. cayld not he found. DN. Se 
have 1 never ſten the righteous for- 
„ ſaken, - an plow 5 ad a 
« aged THU 99 bft $56.9 
1 * psi bis 11850 ä 
oct were, 9 0 habe of the 
Plalmiſt, with ':reſpe&t to the temporal 
conditions: of the wicked and the righte- 
ous.—But here it may, poſſibly, be ob- 
jected that, -under-the moſaical diſpen- 
ation, temporal rewards and puniſh- 
ments were the principal fanctions of re- 
gion; and that theſe were neceſſarily 
more manifeſt, in proportion às the 
proſpects of futurity were leſs certain 
what the Jews, in general, looked upon 
the misfortunes and afflictions of the 


. | . wieked t to be che immediate ef effect of the 
15 8 "divine jv J gmeitsz and that 1 it was, there- 
77 


tore, no wonder if the writer of the 
op:  Flalns let alla an ob{tvation which was 
74 = 2 the 
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che obvious conf equence of a prin ciple 


aut; ee On WI 


of faith. To thele e gl bjections I I will a; 
low their f ful force without exceptions 
or reply—T defire nothing more than an 
appeal to the experience of mankind, 
and to common obſervation, whether 
ſucteſs is not naturally annexed” to Vir 
tue, and whether miſery and misforrune 
are not the moral conſequences of vice, 
altogether excluſive of _"_ © ſan{tiviis 
W N £3 20 
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Have not many * thoſe, who by d dif: 


— 


honeſt means have raiſed themſelues to 


the eminence of power, fallen a ſacrifice, 
either to private treachery, or to public 
reſentment ? Can he, who owes his dig- 
nity to villainous combinations, ſecure 
any intereſt, with, the faithful, or with 
the honeſt ? Andmrif hot, is he not al- 
ways able 19 be ſubyerted by the lame 


* 
Sv 2 
n 
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wretches 


1 _— 


il > as 


f woe Cp Bos Oe 


* 


1 
n e 
4 


— 


is ang either by envy or oppreſſioh 


A a . 


gs E K M 2 N W. | 6 
retches who contributes to raiſe kim? ? 
Will they hazar themſelve ves in the de. de. 
fence of a a man, in, W whom either t the, views 
of p priva ate a” or; a varural | prone- 
neſs. to villsiny alone excited them to 


ä raiſe ? Nay, will they! not even tejoice in 


the ruin of. ſuch a man, not from the 
love of virtue, of their country, but 


ſtom an innate principle of malignity? 


—The hiſtory of the world furniſhes us 


with numberleſs inſtances of this kind. 


lib (done Nd Del El 

On 44 AO a 3 1 the 
patronage of mankind for his ſupport; 
and it has ſeldom been known, even 


amongſt unenlightened nations, æhat lie 
has not died im peace. It has rarely hap- 


pened that he, who was eminenthy diſ- 
ringuiſhed by his virtues, has been Tong 


Some 


60 SE R M @ N aun 

ges na doube, there-arey 
er where. che rightrops have. fuf- 
tered... prompicuouſly with the wicked, 
but where the power of the latter has 
oppreſſeq the former even to death 
Theſe are the inevitable canſequences 
of moral evil, without the admiſſion af 
which, freedom of will, and even the 


poſſibility of virtue, would be totally de- 


| ſtroyed. But theſe afford r no general 


proof that goodneſs has not a moral ten- 
dency to the ſecurity and the proſperity 
of-greatne(s;-:S9 far from it; indeed, chat 
che almoſt univerſal ſurprize and indig- 
nation which the oppreſſion of virtue in 
an ſtation occaſions is a teſtimony that 
ſuck an event Is not only very Bete t- 
able, but very rare: uni bas 
dt ai o bogs Au u ar u 
I che let of the righteous ix fallen in 


the Ken — 
Uitle 


* * N W. & 
that he ſHould either be 


ie Riff or that his children 
ſhould beg their bread.” Ii attention 


b fits" duty wil make hich tertplentie © 


and induſtrious, and temperance” and 


induſtry are the parent who and 
7 "4 (rr 52 1 ! 3 
Ben. „ io 23 EF T7 T. 


„ nn 


be j. joy of the tbe FI 
eth, but the hope of the wicked Hall 
ede deſtroyed.“ e OY T 


THIS YOTT oY Fs 


Io iaichangeable > ad-incdraker wha 
af life, here every ſcheme of happi- 
neſs, e Can ſorm is always liable to be 
broken where chance ot error may de- 
ſiroy-zbe labouzed. effects uf prudence 
and induſtry; where: the facultles of 
ſenſe and health are expoſed to ruin from 
rraſonable and ſacisfactoy feans of 

Vor. I. 8 happi- 
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happineſs mult be ee . | 
enn mY N 


. wa 1 
A © 


A few boars, - or: a ho 1 5 of pain 

wy be tolerable, were 3 We ſupported 

y the expectation. of a certain reliet 
90255 always! is the condition of the righ- 
teous: Whether he ſuffers the common, 
or the extraordinary evils of life, they 
are / alleviated by the proſpect of a cer- 
tain, and a happy change; a change 
vhich ſhall exempt him from miſery for 
ever; and, from thoſe: pains and for- 
rows, which-await the condition of mor- 
tality, ſhall remove him to the regions 
of everlaſting reſt to dwellings: where 

the voice of joy is heard perpetually 

where the benevolent Father of nature 
has prepared eternal happineſs for the 
righteous, and where he, who ſuffered 
the — of mortal evil, ſhall, with 
4 that 


SERMON; iv. 6 
that- affection peculiar to his character, 
wipe off all tears from all eyes, and bid 
e and r * woch. 


vn Deprived, of theſe pr the. great 
ſu pport of the righteous, where ſhall the 
ungodly and the ſinner appear ? ? For it is 
aſſerted (and we ſhall find the aſſertion i 1s 


not vain) that his hope ſhall be defrroyed. 


Thoſe anxieties and diſtreſſes, which 
either befal him in the common courſe 
of things, or have been immediately 
brought upon him by his own follies and 
vices, will bear upon him with all their 
force. — That great relief of humanmiſe- 
x3; the proſpect of future happineſs, he is 
entirely deprived of. As his only agree- 
able expectations are confined to this life, 
he can haye nothing to ſet againſt its 


common evils ; and they muſt neceſtarily 
wound him in his tendereſt attachments. 


F 2 4  =—_- 
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But when E W ats 
tack him; 3 "when he finds himſelf 1 involv- 
edi in hopeleſs misfortunes—what can, he 
do but give himſelf up to unavailing 
complaint t, and mourn over the per 


er chiediable cl AN 


4 Lot: this is the man * Dep not 
« God for his truſt; but truſted in the 
e multitude of his riches, and ſtrength- 
ened himſelf in his ungodbnels,”, 59 


be evangelical Prophet etch 
"the wicked'to 0 the troubled ſea, which 


. canhot reſt; whoſe waters caſt forth 
«mire and dirt.“ hut the fruits 
0 of rightoduſatfs, we are told by the 
Apoſtle, * oof are dae ge Joy in heliev- - 


06 ing. . : "f p 
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The * and 12 ety of the Pro- a 
Lr cortipa / obvious. 
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If we attend to the character and conduct 
of the wicked, we ſhall find them j incon- 
ſiſtent, uneaſy, and tumaltuous. The 
hopes, that are founded merely on the 
things of this world moſt frequently ter- 
minate in diſappointment : the purſuits 
of vice are attended with pain and diſ- 
guſt: irregular appetites deſtroy the 
health of the body; and ungoverned 
paſſions baniſh peacę from the mind. 


How dreadful then muſt be the condi- 
tion of chat retch, whoſe hopes. are 


fruitleſs, whoſe purſuits, are painful, a 
whoſe health is deſtroyed, and whoſe 
Peace is baniſhed !. 


LO FTE I 7 2911 nnn 10 4 


| 


le, ock Eerie cannot a the 
teſtimony of reaſon, if he looks back 
upon bis paſt life, muſt turn from it, 
ed with, Sehe ten, or. diſguſted 


with a reproachful ſcene. It he looks 


P  - . nnd 


70 SERMON lv. 
forward to the future, he is preſented 
with a proſpect ſtill more diſagreeable; 
a proſpect which can never be looked 
upon with jndifference, by him who has 
ſecured no. intereſt in the allotments of 
eternity. | * 


Theſe reflections are ſufficient to em- 
bitter even the moments of pleaſure ; 3 
but they will make their approach at 
a time when there is nothing to oppoſe 
or overbear them in the hour of ſoli- | 
tude and ſilence ! Shall the wicked ther 
find res Shall he ſtifle the dictates of 
gonſcience, when every paſſion, is lan- 
guid and uninffamed ? Or ſhall he tri- 
umph over reaſon by an affected inſen- 
ſibility ? Alas ! in vain | In vain would 
he attempt to prove that remorſe and 


| milery ait not the portion of guile. + 


But 


But he fut, if bret, we are 


told by the Apoſtle, ere Peace and j 70 in 
believing. 


{ WIR" £1627, eic £31034 44 
"446% pofte Flow unlike l the le 
5 | bf. the righteous to that of the wicked ! ! 
A conſiſtency of ſentiment, and an even- 
neſs of mind, diſcover themſelves i in all 
: the actions of a good man, and peace 
3 and tranquillity attend him in every ſcene 
t of life. What pleaſure can be ęqual to 
- that which his reflections afford him, 
þ when a life of conſiſtent virtue preſents 
7 itſelf to his view! But when he looks 
f forward to; his future ſtate, he then reaps 
- that peace and joy in believing, whigh 
i- the Apoſtle declares to be the fruits ah 
. his nghteouſnglyy' | | 
d L ION 
d WES who 1 Aa eee 188 of 


A u gore with the Supreme Beings muſt 


„ SE NM ON IV. | 
ſurely conceive. the moſt exalted hopes. 

When he contemplates the glorious at- 
tributes of his Maker and Redeemer, | 
his tranſcendent goodneſs, his unbound- 
ed power, he may juſtly form the higheſt 
expectations of that inheritance which 
ſhall be the portion of the Juſt FP. 


Hence the voice e of Joy is heard in his 
dwellings. 


From what has been obſerved, it may | 
be juſtly concluded how much ſuperior 
the pleaſures of religion are to all world- 

ly enjoyments, fince thoſe can make even 
pain and calamity tolerable—how much 
prefetable the life of a good man is, 
even in this world, to that of the wicked, 

ſince his piety has not only a final; but 
a preſent and natural N to make 


. happy. 


May, 
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| May, thore foren che Almighty give 
us gracg and Wilde; 49, avail ourſelves 


of theſe cancluſio ds HG heinſpire.us: 


with ſuch. a; ſenſe, 24. is, infinite g99d- 
neſs, and of his graciau., concern. far his. 


#X © # 


creatures, that we may Jeicein his ſer. 
vice both now and evermoręe 0 Is 
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The Folly, Guilt and Miſery 
df habitual Diſcontent. 


| Lam. ii. 39. - 
| . . Joould ; a bojng man oy ? 


ISCONTEN T frems to have a 
— natural inheritance in ſome minds, 
and, what ſhould, ſeemingly, be incon- 
ſiſtent, they are neyer ſo much at eaſe, 
as when they complain. As if they 
were in love with the miſety whereat 
they repine, they ſo induſtribuſſy cheriſh 
the remembrance of it, that they re- 


fuſe 


They are forever contemplating the 


not from = generous or compaſſioh- 


SERMON v. ys 
fuſe even the relief which time and va- 
riety would infallibly bring with them. 


gloomy” ſide of life, and the appear- 
ance of 3 Joy or pleaſure; ſeems to be a 
kind of diſappointment to them. What- 


ever wears the aſpe& of calamity, tho? 
remote from their own concerns, im- 


mediate ly catches their attention; and 


they faithfully echo the voice of for- 


row, though it be heard from afar. 
They Join in the complaints of miſery, 


ate motives, but becauſe ſuch com- 
Plants are agreeable to their natural 


temper, and gratify their inclination 
to murmur with freſh. ſite of dif- 


treſs. 
Should 


7 OE O N. _ 

"Should 4 — of this temper bez 
hold à fam ily on on / brink. of ruin, 
ke would not 416 one emotion of pity 
fot it's approaching miſery, nor, ere 
it in his power, would he contribute 


to prevent it: Such a prevention would 


be a dige ppointment te to him, as it would 
depriv rive him of what he always embraces 
with eagerneſs, a recent occaſion to com- 
; Plain——For he would rather ſee the 


world itſelf | in perpetual miſery, than 
have no x room, to murmur at the, diſ- 


940 e * 1. I 
Tt farely nothing can | be more ab- 


PE | 7 A * 


bord chan to indulge ſuch a Fofrion; 


for the. life of 1 man Tas no, W. 0 
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great a8 habitual. difcontent, Ai 
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Pain 


S. E R M 0, N. v. 77 
Pain and ſickneſs are generally tran- 
fient evils. They are either. removed 
by the return of health, or relieved. by 
intervals of eaſe, or, at; the worlt, arg 
made ſupportable by hope; a but a mind 
habituated to complain, that quarſels 


with every occurrence of life, and im : 
plicitly gives itſelf up to, cauſcleſs. pe- 
tulance, or unteaſonable diſguſt, is for 
ever miſerable... 


: * — , 7 : la " 


TRI 
1 18 not, de given to man to 
JV 7. 


be intitely free from ſolicitude, nor to 


paſs thro? life with invariable rranquif: 
ln bei are the privileges | 0 of ſupe- 


rior beings, 1 who, as they a are aboye the 
teach of misfortune, are ſtrangers to dif- 
treſs. It was never intended that we 


ſhould be entirely free from care, . 


„ 


which 


T4 


NN SER 1 ON v. 

which is, in a moderate degree, neceſ⸗ 
ſary for the ſupport of a life, doomed, 
from creation, to ſubſiſt by labour. 
But whatever. exceeds a moderate care 
is productive of unhappy conſequences, 
When the mind is totally taken up with 
ſecular attentions, and makes the things 
of this world the principal objects of 
its concern, from the uncertain nature 
and condition of thoſe things, it muſt 
neceſſarily meet with many diſappoint- 
ments, be ſometimes mortified; and fre- 
quently perplexet!.—Theſe evils gradu- 
ally dead to | habitual diſcontent : the 
temper. grows dh: and the each 18 
diſcompoſed. 


To Sen thoſe 0 labour der 
this wretched | turn .of mind to conſult 
2 ELM | their 
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their own caſe and happineſs, I would 


offer the fellowio 8 conliderations. 


I. To be uneaſy under the eu 
circumſtances and events of human life 
muſt proceed from the want of a due 
daher! in Hock LY 


He al is my caiskied of the ink- 
nite care of PRovipeNnce, whoacknow- 
ledges, the juſtice of his diſpenſations, 
and relies on his regard for his creatures, 
however inconvenient his lot, in the pre- 


ſent diſpoſition of things, may appear, 
will never be dejected at human occur- 


rences. He knows that the all-wiſe 
Author of the univerſe is beſt able to 


determine what 3 is. neceſſary, or conye- 
nient for him; and though his paſſage 


1 


through 
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through life may appear” painful of 
woobleſdime, he coneludes that it nia 


yu be ſafer than one that was 
— and leſs perplexing. If he's 


obliget to drin the bitter cup of adver- 
firy, he remembers; with a ge 
of his own afety, how many have bee 


31211 I. 


intoxicated with the cup of 5 


„„en b * 7 


in ſhort, under every circumſtance, he 


145 ii 


f lays hold o on this conſolation, that hat- 1 


17 ” 


ever the eye of . ſuff ers, it 
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muff be for the beſt. 
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; Portion in Ufe, muſt be yirhbur ut a proper 
ſenſe of tlie ETERNAL Proninemer; 
2 to be without that 7 18 s dreadful. 
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„ Apothes general cauſe of diſcontent - 


by ſhining appearances, they neyetire- 


SE RMO N „ it 


proceeds ftom querrraypg the gnod 
things of this. life. More than half of 
mankind. entertain eee 
led. They look — af- 
fucnce, and the pomp. of, grandeur as 


replete with ſame wonderful degree af 


felicity which they have never enjoyed; | 
but which, "however, i in the common eſti- 


mate of things, they think themſelves 
as well entitled to enjoy, as thoſe. that | 


poſſeſs them, Dazaled and carried away 


flect that happineſs is not a fubſtance.. 
but an idea; ind that it can no more 
confiſt in the advantages of; w weakh or. 
Plendor, than the foul can cankiſt of. 
the groſs particles 2 the body. They 

Vor- . G never 


8 SEN MUUN v. 
never eonſider how many achings bo- 
ſons: belong to power and affluence; 


—_— chat theſe are, in general, 
her "productive of miſery” than c- 


ps To them e to have a 
thouſand charms; but they are charms: 
which Wend oer alone con. 
fer upon them ignorance that is blindi 
and novelty that lives but a day! 


It is moſt commonly, indeed in little 
and uninformed minds that a habit of 
repining at more affluent circumſtances 
finds a place; and, if I might hazard 
a general obſervation on this ſubje&, I 

would venture to affirm that there is 


no better argument of the greatneſs, or. 


the excellence of any human miod han 


the happineſs it poſleſſss. Not to be 
ö | © © ſhocked 
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| SERMON V. 83 
ſnocked at the great misfortunes of 
life, nor to be affected When the near 
connections of the heart are braken, . is 
not expected from man, begauſe it is 
inconſiſtent with; his paſſions and pow». 
ers but to repine at every little accident 
that thwarts our expectations, or ſujts 
not with out convenience, proves that 
the mind is fixed on little objects. 


ith, How bros nay, how i im- 


„ 


ns $1010 38 guintger 


. White it renders a man unfir-for the 
pleafates of ſotiety, (Which he neither 
enjoys himſelf, nor ſuffers others to en- 
joy through kis iinpertinent complaints) 
it males him equally diſqualified for 
dhe doties f religion: for how ſhould 
G 2 | he 


by * 10 
ep 4 44 


84 SERMON v. 
he apply to that God for aſſiſtance or 
protection, whoſe providence his com- 
plaints either accuſe or deny? What ac- 
ceptable worſhip can he offer to a being 
whom he either believes to be uncon- 
cerned in the government. of the world, 
or: if he admits his government, quarrel 
with his adminiſtration? nay, how, in- 
deed, ſhould he entertain any thoughts 
of his duty, when his ſecular anerge 
are too much for his mind? 5 f gi 


iH 9 


6 tem beige tens Creator 
and ourſelves If we conſider our fitu- 
ation in life as the immediate direction 
of providence in the great order of 
things, we muſt ſurely reflect that to be 
diffitisfied with the determinations of 
the Supreme Wiſdorh/ and Foſtice, muſt 
7 * de 
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SERMON V. 83 
be to reproach that wiſdom, and to im- 
peach that juſtice, "ON. 


But, what! ſhall the creatures of an 
hour cenſure the wiſe regulations of ever- 
laſting knowledge ? ſhall man, who'owes 
his being to the Almighty's goodnefs, 
and the continuance of it to his care, 
quarrel with his ſacred diſpenſations, and 
diſtruſt his mercy ? Shall a living man 
complain? Is not ſuch a conduct, in the 
higheſt degree, impious and ungrateful? 
and is not the divine goodneſs more than 
ſufficiently vindicated, when choſe, ho 
thus abuſe- it, yet Ive to complain? 
Surely this is a moſt dangerous temper 
of mind— and thoſe Who can ackno- 
ledge it to be their own ought. to ttem- 
ble Jeſt. the divine diſpleaſure ſhould 
take from chem that being which. they 
50 | £G 3 N bear 


. Ag 


8B SERMON V. 

bear about with unthankfulneſs and dif." 
content. God, indeed, is flow to anger, 
and of preat goodneſe, ; be knoweth whereof 
we art made; be remembereth that we are 
Fs A- bot then, /hall the thing formed 
Yay unto bim that formed _ a 0 {his 
wy me this? e 


224. 


- Nothing can be more W Hl 
the arguments which". reaſon affords in 


ſupport of the great duty of religious 
reſignation ; yet the ſelfiſh and the im- 
pious might ſtill, poſſibly, find ſomeeva- 
fion, ſome excuſe for their prefump- 


tyaus and ungrateful | cenſures on pro: 
vidence, were not that duty indiſpen- 


fibly. enjoined i in che facred vritings. 
coimanded to be p = 9 "praiſe, 
_ FP for 


FE; R NON 83 


fox, every inſtance of his PEE 

Father who, is in heayen, to acknow- 
ledge his goodneſs in all his. diſpenſa- 
tions, and to bear thoſe evils. which are 
incident to this lift with patience; ſhall 
ve preſume, by the contrary behaviour 
of cavilling and regret, to tranſgreſs or 
neglect the divine commands? Every 
holy motive calls upon us, every reaſon- 
able inducement invites us to be hum- 
bly grateful, and duti fully reſigned. 
Whatever our ſituation, or our circum- 
ſtances may be, let us remember that 
he ho gave us this life has an eyer⸗ 
laſting right. t to our gratitude for that 
| gilt; 3 and that no circutnſtances, what- 
ever, of accidental calamity « can acquir 
us of thoſe obligations we have to be 
g thankfut | to him. Aw" dee —— 


>» = x 7 * f b 
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never dwell rogerher, The ſenti nent 
1 
Ache in ame dM tw Goth 
To be grateful for any gift, we muſt 
firſt be pleaſed with itz for few minds 
are capable of ſuch abſtracted virtue as 
to retain a laſting gratitude for a favour 
which they found troubleſome or incon- 


” * 5 


comer is aaa for any ma wh | 
is diſcontented with hituſelf to be con- 
tented"with kus God: ir is Inipoſlible 
that, with : any other than a mere mock- 
worſhip, he ſhould offer his thanks to 
the ſupreme. providenee. for bis crea» 
tion, his preſervation, and all the bleſſings of 
en Hi bole ib od :- bug 


SIE R MIO N V. 


Afe ek Kis Mo y 9 made 


nap reds hs * ruft — 
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> Such was de gullt Which of old,; at. 

tended thoſe that murmured, and ers 
dfreyed. of the detrryer. A guilt which, 
in this, as well as in all nen : 
accompanied ey gegen 92a 


2x 
Pre 


II. If we. regarded only the 6 
vels of this life, we ſhould find that the 
reſignation which is expected from us 


ag an act of piety, would:prove the means 
| comfort If there are a thauſand poſ · 
ſible. accidents which, no prudenee can 


gyard againſt, 1 no ſagacity foreſee, ſhall 
we mourn what it ; Was | not in our power 
to obvlate, N l what human wiſdom 
could not avoid?” TO be dvr {llititous 
about events Which we cahnat coms 
mand to be diſſatisfied with occurences 
which 


9 8 ERM O“ Nx. 

which anſwer not the luxury of expecta 
tion, nor the predictions, of ſanguine 
hope what is it but to involve ourſelyes 
in, nan and 50 ne 4 


A mind accuſtomed to complain, eter- 
nally apprehenſive of new” diſappoint- 
ments, and the various diſtreſſes which 
in the wide field of poſſibility may come 
to pals, can never be at eaſe. Every new 
day will bring nearer ſome proſpect of 
miſery, and every hour diſguſt with ſome 
diſagreeable circumſtance, or ſome trivi- 
al inconvenience; *rill the mind, by long 
murmuring, acquire an habitual globni- 

- neſs, and life itſelf become one horrid 
ſens either of real, or Imaginary, evils, 


e. hat this terrible condition may never 
be ours, let us avail ourſelves of 1 every 
argument that reaſon or religion ſuggeſt 

againſt 


8 E R MO N V. os 


 agaia(bitILer us confider, what has been 


already obſerved, that to repine at the 
events of life proceeds from a miſtaken 
idea of Providence, and the want of a 


due confidence in it's care that only by 
oyer rating what are called the good 


things of this world, we, look upon our- 


falyes as hardly uſed in the diſtribution 
| of them that diſcontent muſt be no in- 


þ ferior degree of guilt, as it is not only 


a diſparagement of the care of Provi- 
dence, but repugnant to his expreſs 
commands and, laſtly, that habitual 


murmutipg is not the way to alleviate, 


. to aggravate. affliction. WE 


If theſe ebiifiderictons had their 50 
hate ſurely little more would be ne- 
ceflary to perſuade gloomy ſorrow to ſeek 
is een nen 


a % 
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52 SERMON v. 
To add to the force of theſe argus 
mend, let it be conſidered i by the rare · 
ful about many things, that, if future good 
is the object of their ſolicitude, to fear 
God, and to keep his commandments is the 
way to obtain it without diſappointment, 
perfect and eternal.— That, if preſent 
afflictions are the cauſe of their com- 
plaint, to endure them with patience, 
as it is the duty of a Chriſtian, ſo it is 
the only means of making N more 
. | 


God for ever grant * under no cir- 
cumſtances we may depart from our f u- 
| iy, that we may bear every event of life 
as becometh dependent creatures, and 


Jo paſs through things temporal, that of 
Finally boſe not the 2 25 eternal. a 
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Paraphraſe and Relledisns on 
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7. am Joſepb your Brother, whem 152 fl 
into Ep. 


TT HERE. i is n ſtory i in the cred 
writings in which the heart has 


Py ck to do as that of Joſeph. Pride, 


envy, ſurprize, affection, fear, hope, 
and joy have their ſeveral turns, and, 
as we read, ſtrike upon the attention, 
or excite the paſſions. 


Joſeph 


g4 87 R MON VI. 

Joſeph was one of the younger chil- 
dren of Jacob, and indulged with thoſe 
particular forbearances and endear- 
ments, which are always due to the ten- 
dereſt years Theſe little diſtinctions of 
his father's love were, however, the 
ſource of many miſeries to him; and 
they leave an uſeful leſſon to all parents, 


to beware left they ſow the ſeeds of Jea- 
a _ in the hearts * brothers. 


. of j eps as 54688 
and privileges, his brethren had long 
looked upon him with diſguſt, till at 
laſt; an unfortunate circumſtance turned 
their jealouſy into rancdur. The inno- 
cent and unvwrary youth "inadvertently 
told them that, in a dream he beheld 
their ſheaves mating ebeiſance - to his, 
« What l my officious: favourite, e 
* this 


LA. 


. 
. 
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« 'this is too much: Your ſmooth tales, 
« and your prattling careſſes have 
<« caught the heart and the ear of your 
te unthinking father - but to grow vain 
ce upon your diſtinction, young man 
“ to add inſult to tł᷑eachery not con- 
tented with robbing your brethren of 
«Ka Father favour, would you alſo de- 

prive them of their liberty? ? And, do 
40 you Ds that thoſe. who. are your: 
00 « ſuperiors, by birth and age, — 

bow, 9 8 _—_ to you?“ 


en foncious are - ſuch reproaches as, 
theſe, ande what an air of equity and 
reaſon do they aſſume It! is the pecu - 
liar misfortune + of innocence, that it 
makes us too inattentive to the conſe - 
quences of our common actions: And 
while we never ſuſpect that the world 

15 has 


g& SERMON; VI. 

baz any other deſigns.or ſentiments thay 
ſuch as pals in our own breaſts, M find 
that the moſt trivial circumſtances of our 


us. . Unhappy Joſeph . Poor unexperis 
enced boy | Little didſt thou think that 
the innocent recital of thy dream ſhould 
draw upon thee ſo much obloquy, ſo 
much enyy ! Behold ! Unapprehenſive 
of the rage that was already kigdleg 
agaivſt bim, he unwarily lets fall an- 

other circumſtance Which blows it up; to 


the utmoſt. fury. I dreamed, ſays he, 


(wich ibe neee 


and nden moon, enter 
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vents not itſelf in . 42 aches, but 
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The annatira brethren ow no one 
threatened or reviled; but at once de- 
tetmined to ſacrifices life ſo obnoxious 


to their pride. The ſcene of this Thock- 


ing reſolutio was che field of Dothan, 


where they were keeping ſheep, ? a ſcene 
of paſtoral ſimplicity, but not of paſto- 


ral innocence.” There Joſeph came to 


ſeek'his brethren." Tell me, faid the af. 
fectionate youth to a ſtranger in the way, 
haſt chou feen my brethren ? Behold 1 


am'wandering in theſe lonely fields $0 
ſeek them; tell me, I pray thee, where 


they keep their ſneep. They have left 
the fields of Schechem, replied the ſtran- 
ger, and are gone o Dothan; there 


| wilt thou find them. N 15 | 367) 


Vo. 1 H Probably 


97 
plots, in horrid Hetice, the ruin of is 


Probably this was ſome more tetired 
place, ſome darlter and remoter deſert, 
in which they choſe to execute n hor- 
ups. 

Ohe I ms vod * 
„He comes, has 8 he comes. 
Behold the dreamer . Now vain boy! 
+. Thou ſhalt now ſuffer for thy pride, 
« thy inſolence, and thoſe coaxing arts 
<<, thou. haſt made uſe; of to ſeduce. the 
dear of thy father; that ear is now to 
10 far off to hear thy complaints, neither 
44 ſhall they abuſe i it any more. Come, 


5+ So 8” 


4 let us ſlay him, and throw him into A 
« « pit: we ſhall ſay ſome wild beaſt hath 


„ * * © 


” © devoured him,” = 


12 erer 
4298 1 


Thüs had the unhappy South fallen a 
ſeries: to the envy and the jealouſy, of 
his eruel brethren, but Reuben, the ge- 
nerous, the amiable Reuben interpoſed. 
um 8 11 4 Hold, 


d 


SIE R MON VI. 99 
bt Hold, raſh men unnatural and 
« unfeeling brothers! Let us not in one 
thoughtleſs moment throw away the 

« peace and innocence of our; whole 

« lives. Good God how am I aſto- 
« nithed at the horror of your reſolution! 
« for the fake of heaven, before your 
hands are imbrued in the blood of 
40 innocence, a brother's blood! I in- 
« treat you, conſider what is the life 
you are about to take away? A life 
6 derived from the ſame fountain with 

your own, fed from the fame breaſt, 

* And cheriſhed b by che ſame affection! 
But this is not all: You will plunge 
4 your impious daggers in the Author 
„of your being; you wil kill your 
«- venerable father; his childreg; will 
« kill. their father. | No matter how 

5 N may relate the horrid tale; no 

H 2 « matter, 


wo S ERM ON VI. 

matter, if his child be ſlain, whether 
* fby ſwage beaſts, or by ſavage bro- 
te thers; for he will weep, poor man 
„He will tear his grey hairs, and 
beat His hoaty boſom. And are you 
& yet determined? will you pierce your 
te futber's heart through the heart of 
s Child? will you, indeed, fill his 
te aged eyes with tears? and bring 
* down his grey hairs with | ſorrow to 
« the grave! ?—But, if you are deter- 
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4 mined, let us not, at leaſt, ſtain our 
= bands v with his blood.. Letu us rather 
1 K l caſt, hi tim into this pit that i is in the cuil. | 
_- Anneli, and leaye him,” | bs his he 
aig, eontinues the ſacred wricer, that he 

mige deliver lum aut of. their hangs, and 

.reflore bim te bis father, | But, here the 
arne Was; difappointed., He 


- H appears 


ars. 


travelling merchants. For afterwards, 
toben Reuben returned unis the pit, bebald 
be was not in the pit, and be rent his 
clothes; and returned to his hretbren; 
and ſaid, The child is not younger, and 4, 
. hither ſhall] go! Peor youth! what 
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appears to have left his brethren on 
ſome occaſion or other, and they took 
the opportunity to fell Joſeph to ſome 


anguiſh muſt his tender heart have felt, 
when he found his brother taken away, 
and was ignorant of his fate! No doubt 
be gave way to all the violence of af- 
besen rk: for he rent his clothes, 
crying, & the child is not vonder; and 
* N. whither ſhall I go? my dess poor 


e murdered brother | where thalF 1 go 
to weep over thy lifelaſs body, to 
embrace thy cold limbs, and eloſe thy 
a erer n How affecting is this brather- 


H3 
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h ſorrow f But behold 4 more diſtreſs. 
Tul ſcend {The venerable Patriarch! an 
aged and affectionate father mourning 
for the untimely death of a beloved 
child l ho- pitiable is ſuch ſotrow as 
this! our hearts bleed within us while 
we think of it. Yes (complains the 
father c een eee [ 


Sus ow 23 #©. o4 


e child's death, Some evil beaſt hath 
0 devoured him. Fes, my child, this 
% was thy! little coat of divers colours 
which thy mother's fondneſs provided 
e —Ah! little did ſhe think that it 
-& ſhould be torn by the bloody teeth of 
ain favage! - This coat thy forrowful 
brothers found in the deſert; all rent 
* and mangled, and bloody as it is. 
« Joſeph is no more. I will; go down 

yo. "eo" the grave, to' my ſon in mourning. 
7 2 H «There, 
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+. Tere, only, my: heart can forget its 

* ſorrows, and my aged eyes ſhall weep 
Fl N Aeg Bas 0. DR 


I Ns 70? 


Let us now r chen our pity e a 


moment into re ws . 


TO Agi! z 


* — is obſervable chat. Vice — 
traces of humanity in the heart. 


40 4 , , £ I 


k Thef: inhuman brethren were © not in 
the leaſt concerned for the wiſery of 
their father, provided chat t their ſtory, 


however ſhocking to him, might e effec- 
tually cover their own wicked actions. 
But the biſtorian tells us they roſe ip to 
comfort him. O ſhameleſs inſult! in- 
ſufferable mockery ! Ye abandoned hy- 
.,Pocrites!! How durſt you behold che ſa- 
cred ſorrows of your venerable father ? 
* 2: H 4 Ye! 


wm SERMON VE 
 condolence ! did ye force the ainoatural 
tear, and put on the appearance of 
pity! Heaven and earth ! can man be 
ſo e baſe? Raf eit ole 


nm <0 of this fagreeable pare 
of the ſtory! Let us haſten forward to 
a more pleaſing ſcene; and behold the 
| lamented. Joſeph, after the ſpace, of 
about. twenty years, in poſſeſſion of the 
higheſt honours of the moſt opulent 
kingdom 3 in the world. A 


Inſpired by the ſpirit of immortal 
wiſdom, from the condition of a ſlave, 
he became the firſt” miniſter of one 
of the firſt princes up6h earth. The 
keys of power were etitruſted to him, 
and the RT of Egypt yielded their 

| treaſure | 
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treaſure into is hand. He whoſe Pro- 
yiderice' directs the events of nature, 
who lifteth che poor from his obſcurity, 
that he may ſet him with princes, dif. 
played in this inſtance, in à moſt extra- 
ordinary manner, his gracious purpoſes 
in behalf of ſuffering innocence. Suffer 
me to paſs over ſome diſagreeable cir 
cumſtances that happened to Joſeph, 
when in Egypt, the trial of his virtue, 
and his unjuſt | impriſonment; perhaps 
the Almighty Providence might en 


theſe accidents as the means of his future 
promotion.” 


However 1 might be, it is certain 
chat his God took him from priſon and from 
judgment, that he made him ſee. bis ſeed, 
and prolong his days, and that the divine 
Pleaſure proſpered in bis bond. 


But 


ads „E RMYNN M. 
But behold! The ſame over: ruling 


«£19 id e 


Power, who led him ſafe to glory through 


ſo many perils, is now determined. that 
he ſhall again ſeg his brethren, . 


Before 1 proceed further upon, this 
event, I beg leave to give you ſome cau- 


tion = y a common error concerning 


the ways of God to man. It is very natu- 
ral to conclude that the Almighty pre- 


viouſly appointed all theſe circumſtances 


in order to bring about the event; that 
Joſeph's brethren were fatally inſpired 
with rancour againſt him, that they 
might ſell him into Egypt; and that a 
general famine was the neceſſaty and 
fore - appointed means of their ſeeing him 
there. On which I ſhall obſerve; in one 
word; that . God cannot he the author 


of evil,” but that ta bring good our 


ftrl 7” IM 


we * 
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of evil, is conſiſtent both with his gra- 
cious diſpoſition, and with his moral 
government of the world. 


I will now lead you, without further 
delay, to a very affecting ſcene, to cke 
| meeting of Joſeph and his brethren. 


At firſt, ſays the ſacred writer, ak 
he knew them, yet he ſpake roughly-to 
them; and faid, “Le are ſpies; to fee 
the nakedneſs of the land ye are come.” 
It appears to me, that, as Benjamin was 
not with his brethren, Joſeph ſuſpected 
that the youngeſt had ſhared the fate 
intended for himſelf; and that, through 
onvy, they had ſlain their brother. Elſe 
hy, before he L difcover himſelf 
to them, ſhould he ſo much inſiſt upon 
"Dy Benjamin? ow" does abſolutely 

inſiſt 
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inſiſt upon ſeeing him, and retains Si- 


meon as a pledge for his appearance. 


But ah! How ſhall they prevail upon 
their aged father to part with Benjamin? 
his youngeſt, his beloved Benjamin 
„ What! cried the + venerable man, 
* would ye rob me of this child too ? 
a Joſeph is not, and Simeon is not, and 
« ye will take Benjamin _— All theſe 
a DG are unn me.? 158 


The generous We! * inter- 
5 e Slay my two ſons if I bring him 
not unto thee; deliver him into my 
« hand, and I will bring him to thec 
« again.” — My ſon ſhall not go 
donn, replied the impatient father; 
4 his brother is dead, and if death too 


a 2 befal him in the way, ye ſhall 
bet bring 
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bring down my grey heir with ſorrow 
69 to the grave.” 01.920 „ Fe: 


Neceſſity, however, ſtronger than all 
human affections, prevailed where other 
arguments were ineffectual. The bre- 
thren are again ſent to buy food, and the 
fond father gives up his darling child, 


the laſ hope and comfort of his age, 


Bur what language ſhall paint he in- 
expreffible affection of Joſeph, upon the 
fight of Benjamin? When he ſaw him, 
his heart ſwelled within him, the tears 


n * 


retired Ae — 


' Do not you == this affeAionate 
brother thus giving a looſe to the fulneſs 


of his heart? * Great God of Jacob! 
« what 


SE R M ON VI. 
0 « what a ſcene, haſt thoy brought be- 
« fore me! my; eyes haye again beheld 
6 ay. brechren, ſtrangers to me more. 
& than twenty years Dear, unhappy 
men j indeed my heart forgives you 
4 How do I long to diſcover myſelf to 
e you, but that you would die with 
eeſhiame at the fight of your injured 


* brother. None of) you could rejoice 
« at ſuch a diſcovery, ſave Benjamin 
et he, amiable innocence! he entered 


« not into your horrid, conſpi piracy. - But 
« I muſt think of ſome means to free 
« you from the diſagreeable impreſſions 
of ſhame, when I make myſelf known 


to you; me 3 21 to 1 


* « ting your fas 2% 


* £7 2 inet II Bs » PI $4 db * 
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big 9 Buch 


A — ah « ht... 1 


* 


stur in 


such probibly vis the generous es 


fign'of Joſeph in his ſcheme for retain- 


ing Benjamin Such certalaly was the 


effect that it had, when under tlie ter- 
rible apprehenſion of returning to their 


incenſed father, with an account that 


they had left his youngeſt child a bond - 
llave, they were ſtruck with this im Agr: 


rant, this aſtoniſhing diſcovery— Lam 


« Joſeph your Fs whom ye fol 


I ſhall not zen Re this ſcene.” 
is" tod great for deſtription—But be 


heatt of every brother” and "GP father 
m GE) im Lad nE 0 


« into, Egyp+”,. nl > AC} 1s; tt 


„ & « 


\ Moſt of he inftru8ipe reflections "ou 
205 from this affecting ſtory, I have in- 
terwoven with the thread of it. But 
* | you 


= —ͤ—ũ——ꝛ—  — << — — 


E 
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you will accept of one #6 obſerva- 


tion from the- Ch. M AA 
ſsful circu 


nid Br you, , Le that 


you are under the eye e 'a beneydlent 
and almighty Frovidence, who is Þle to 
bring good out of evil, and who is con- 


| tinually<concerned for che happineſs of 


his creatures. From this conviction, you 
will endeavour to engage his particular 
regard: by the exerciſe of ee ho 
ks maſt in Je with. %% wn 
Be kindly affeRioned* becher 


Dos bat ** pf E. iy Nil Y 3 


* 824 vantchazts d ant 3737 v5 * 15 
263 Ci. Die youre eu 
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I. The Reaſonablenel of te- 


ligious Duty. A 
n Tbe Vilty of Prayer, Oris 


8 J. 


1157 10 Ei that res 1 
him? Or what Profit ſhall "FROM. 


SHOOT? Loon og 


| Au intereſting ws indeed! 


But here it ſeems to be offered on- 
ly as the inſult of abandoned profligacy; 


which had previouſly ſaid unto the Al- 


mighty, 3 I defire not 
| Vor. I. | the 
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the Fer &e of thy ways. —Many, ſuch 

enqulreis there are, who put che quel- 

tion, not from a deſire of. information, 

byr from a ſpirit of infolence $1.and a. 

| fewer themſelves ng to er Kah. 00 
na eee. 


It is not in A to ack 10 "theſe, 


0 4 4 4 


then, chat Tr mean to diſcuſs the queſtions 


Before us; nor Mall I, ont his his occaſion, 
fight againſt the prejudice of infidelity, 
which, in, my opinion, ſtands more in 


Acta of Prayers than of preaching—Js- 


„ 


en and her Friends, | have generally 


4 


contections too ſtrong to be overborne 


they abet 0 dilbeve, . i pak 
ible? You: will ay —cam: the conriedtions 


of dub by looming? Far, whe 
A 4 FN - the 


* 


> A 


8 er u 5 0 N Vil. "uns | 
ne that * Null feruc her? An ad what 


$rafit bal! they have if "they 7 proy unto 


ker? 18 Tength of Hays in ber right band? 
Are ricbes and bonours in bet 74 Are 
her ways utiexceprionably wwiys # pleas 
Jantneſs? And are ALL her Paths peace? 
Thoſe circumſtances, perhaps, may.not 
be quite bo. clear, yet 222 muſt be 
allowed to have her advantages: F or, is 
it not hers to ſoothe the alarming ter- 


ors of conſcience —·0 encourage vice 


vich the hopes of i impunity ?—and to 
promiſe that, atlaſt it ſhall periſh in non- 


Y CITE 


exiſtence ? 1 the Chriſtian ſteady, in his 


71241 


principles: 4 And i is not the infidel obſti- 
nately ſtrady? Hive the diſciples of Je 6 


ſusembrated their religion e even in tor- 


tures and it in death? And has not infide-. — 
* lg Weewile hack 2 martyrs, voluntary 
12 martyrs ?! 
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martyrs? ] It may Perhaps be ſugge 

that. her friends diſp Patch. 2 
becauſe they, canhot bear the horrid de, 
lays of a natural death, and are apt to 
ſhrink from their fortitude, if they make 
a gradual approach, to the .grave—lt 


may be ſo, ſuggeſted, I. ſay—and, poſ. 


fibly, the ſuggeſtion may be true; but, 
** ay Pome let us ep the _ 


"Roth by what win we 
averhicbodeo.farne the, Almighty; and de 


ſet forth thoſe advantages which, may be 


derived from prayer, am naturally led 
by the order of the queſtions, befgre 
us bai is the Almighty, that. we, Huld 


ſerve bim? Or what profit ſball we have 


9 Wes pray-unto hint pO toup dt 20 


Fs 
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. wen reſpect to that part of the 
chief ion —what Is the Sup ;reme Being? 
Wet ok indeed eitel that 
; Houching the Almighty. + we cannot find Bim 
out.” The mode of exiſtence peculiar to 
rol that is infinite in all his capaci- 
ties; fulte creatures can neitlier know 
nor cofceive. From what he has been 
pleaſed to communicate of himſelf, we 
may conclude that he is an all- æpowerful, 
all- intelligent Being, neceſſarily exiſting 
from all eternity that he is, as it were, 
the diffuſive ſoul of nature, who formed 
the world, and actuates Whit he has 
formed that he is, therefote every 
where preſerit;/and the univerſaÞ fouree 
And fu Pport of lie- "Lo een 


a . AKW WY ge O % aig. Iv \ 
But the queſtionhere | is more. imme- 
dately, what is the relation which man, 


I 3 EY 
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in particular, bears to the Almighty thas- 
be ſhould ſerve him? What obligations 
has he to do him r Or what MOR: 
are annexed to wys ſer ne rige 


yo 
7 


$754 Lo 


TOC 4 
he 
2 IG 


under are, | firſt, and | prigcipally, thoſe of 


291 


a cteaturę to its creator. Theſe obliga:.. 
tions commence with his exiſtence, and 
nq time, or ſervices can acquit him of 
them. As long as he continues, to en: 
joy that inſtance of the divine. bounty, . 
the uſe of a living and. a thinking being, 
ſo long neceſſarily muſt he be bound by. 
duty to the giver of fo good a gift—Nor, | 
when the matives that muſt have indu- 
ced the creator of the univerſe to call 
him into exiſtence, are conſidered, will, 


+ & 


thee. en ear a have. leſs. 


divine o * 20 garians = * — 
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weight: For, what ebutd thoſe mbrives: | 
goodneſs,” willing to communicate the- 
happineſs of conſcious life to g that 


pleaſure which ariſes from the power 


of motion and ſenſtbility, and which we 
may ſuppoſe to exiſt in ce higheſt de- 
pree in his own perfect nature, in pro- F 
portionable meaſure to beings leſs per- 
fe&? Hence, through the whole ſcale of 
animal life, we obſerve that « every crea- 
rure wy ſupplied with faculties c cap pable 1 


6 3 & + & 


—-—JIf 1 283. * ee = 


Thus _ creatures, „ ir be not 


u Poder of regection, ate not ftfück 


with the magnificence of the univerſe; 


nor with the ſymimetry and order of it 
n 14 ſeveral 


% 
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ſeveral parts ; yet many of them have 
organs ſo peculiarly adapted to animal 
ſenſation, that it affords them the moſt 
exquiſite delight: and if we look thro? 
the entire ſyſtem of created beings, we 
Mall find that each has ſome diſtinguiſh- 
ed-advantage which may, in their ſta · 
tion, be equivalent to thoſe higher privi- 
leges which different and ſuperior natures 
ſeem to enjoy. The ſtag which is not 
endowed with the ſtrength. or ſagacity of 
the elephant, excels him proportionably 
in ſwiftneſs, in which he finds both plea. 
ſure and ſecurity — The nightingale 
which, cannot boaſt the ſtrength of wing, 
or rapidity of the eagle which cannat, 
like him, exult in cutting the midway-/ 
ſky,.or darting from region to region 
erde fra of a fo yet finds that 

ſecurity 
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fecutity'whide places in hls ſtrengih, 
in che am penefr He tn xct, and eey 
the pleaſufts'of het Tobching ſong ben 
2 15 'oppretta "with Deep: fits e PR 


DH Otte 5 151697" to N Fey 51105 A 


An ſhorty tou Whatever part of Hature 
we carry our obſervarions, We truſt ſtill 
conclude” that from motses of benevo- 
lence alone, and the deſire of comtmuni- 
cating lappineſs the Almighty Creator 
was induced to eſtabliſti that variety of 
amimal Ife, with" which the ſeyeral ele. 
ments are 15 ee fipptage''s' . 


das wall i 
4 


of WHT By m * Tt 1 3 


But in man; ſürely, I chanchip: good 
neſs Thines with moſt diſtinguiſned luſtre- 
Whether we conſider the: faculties of the 


mind, or the örgans bf the body; whe: * 
ther we reflect on the exquiſite * of 
Frusos! the 
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the ſenſes; or on the objects provided fer 
the gratification of thoſe powers; whe--- 
ther we attend to the deliglus of me- 
mory, the amuſements of fancy, or the 
directive power of reaſon; —muſt We 
not. acknowledge the viſible effects of 
the divine bounty? But in the whole, 
courſe of life, as well as in the gift of 
that life, and of the faculties peculiar to 
it, do we not experience the continaal 
care and attention of the ſame benevo- 
lent providence ? He muſt, indeed, be, = 
a very unſkilful obſerver who does not 
perceive that the viſible creation is the 
wark'of a very wiſe and gracious being; F 
but he who does not acknowledge the © 
care of ptovidence i in the particulat cit" 
cumſtances of his Ou life, muſt habe 


1111 "i 


been negligent tather fre om 1 in gratitude 2 4 


ibn fföm bnorice WIRE! Wa 
4175. soch. 
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which man is perpetually bound to ſerve * 
his Creator. As he owes his life to the 
Almighty goodneſs, and the preſetva- 
tion of it to his providential cart, the 
ſervice of that life becomes invariably 
due to him, and the religious duty of 
man is originally founded in ann | 


Upon this principle alone our obe ; 
dience would be due to every law that | 
the ſupreme Being ſhould appoint us 
But ' when Ne reflect that. by. the ſame. 
benevolent, , motives, from Which. ha. 
brought us into life, ke was actuated. 
likewiſe,, in giving us rules, for the 
conduct of that life, a new obligation 
vill be foung, to ariſe from thence, 
which muſt render gur neglect of that 
obedience, which is expected from us, 

. till 
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Kill more rinnt? Fot, if we refuſe 
to obey thoſe precepts which were evi: 
dently intended by the divine wiſdbm 
to enſure our happineſs, we offend at 
the ſame time againſt God and againſt 


ourſelves——we are not only ungrate- 
ful for the paſt favours of Providence, 
but perverſely refuſe the preſent, while 
we reject thoſe bleſſings that are Inſe- 
parably annexed to has: dichatge of our 
N duty. . gere 


N 911005! ar 


By thoſe biene 1-40 not meds 
thoſe divine promiſes which reſpect Fu 
tufiry, but that happineſs which is the 
immediate refult of à religious con- 
duct; and which a due obedience ys 
* divine n infallibly eee 
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2 Howey Ves, if it ſhould yet be aſked, 
what is, the; Almighty that. we ſpould ſerve 
lim Another, and ſurely not the leaſt 
powerful — * ang in the 


hopes of fung. its S 


Thoſe | immortal 3 70 an any 
iſtence invariably happy, and endleſs 
in. its duration, which . await the due 
performance of the duties enjoined us, 
have a claim to more difficult, .and 
more laborious ſervices, than any that 
the divine Jaws have appointed us. 
Nay, ſocranſcendentliy great are the 
hapes which are founded on Chriſti- 
anity, that the ſervices: of tber Son of 
God himſelf alone were able to pro- 
cure them for us. After cheſa conſi · 
derations can it any more be aſked, 
what i i ile Almighty that we faould ſerve 

I bim & 
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&im? Or will any one; after thus re- 


Hecting on the goddnefs and the Pro- 


tmiſes of God, alt what profit we Nhat 


debe Wwe ak dey 7 


11. Should this yet Kihaihi a RY 
1 would anſwer in the wetds of him in 


hols name we pray *- 3 nh IR 


, Q” 1 


If a ſon ſhould alk bread a of ati of 
* you that is a father, would he give 
him a ſtone; or, would he for ah 
egg, give him à ſerpent? If ye; 
« thery being evil, Eno how to give 
« good" gifts tinto your children, how 
« much more ſhift our beavenly, Fa a | 


« tber to nn int alk him zu 
; — 2.3 * 2 ISHS £ VIS LU 2 ugs Iq of 
2 


op That blefita Ss has gi 5 given d. us de 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that Whatever we 
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aſk in his name it ſhall be granted, that 
our prayers ſhall always, meet with a 
moſt gracious acceptance, and our de- 
fires be complied | with, ſo far as they 
are conſiſtent with our own happineſ— 
our F ather, Who is in heaven, is ever 
more ready to hear than we to pray, 


and is wont to give more than we can 
either deſire or deſerve. 


* it pub then our b Ereqraſt: happi- 
nels that we have ſo beneficent. a pa- 
rent, in whoſe wiſdom, goodneſs and 
power, we, have an unfailing reſource 
whe knows. out neceſſities before, we 
alk, and preyents qur ignorance. in aſk- 
ing? T. o this gracious being we 
may apply ourſelves under all the vari- 
ous exigencies of He, and, . 


we we ſhal recri ve. . 
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Ther advantages of, prayer arg - 
dentiy z r; WK. ngt by. thts 
means. that. we Jay open. our wants te 
our Almighty. Father, and implore the 
continyance of | his care and Protection ? 


en we retire- from the cares and at- 
tentions of the day, do not we by this 
ſeek. ; forgivenchs,. of thoſe human infir- 
mities from which no cireumſpection 
can ſeture us? Do not we engage 
the divine afſiſtance againſt future temp- 
rativnk . and recommend ourſelves 
tothe date of that watchful providetice, 
whoſe cye can pierce through the ne- 
ther Gatknefs Again, When we 
rif& from Mate of inſenſibility to reſume 
the employments. of life, de not we by 
this means ſolicit the protectiom of che 
Almighty, and commit our ſafety to . 
BA es 0 42: 110 wo 16 1 


raciob 
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416 
* Prater excluſtbe dr eher other ad- 
N vintage, 8 itlelf a eat Preſervatdve 
q from ſin; for it would "abſurd to  ſup- 
5 poſe v we  thould addreſs that B Being g for 
tl his "favour, to whoſe laws we ; paid LL a 
G duc obedience. 4 l 
Þ Let, then, the advantages of Prayer 
5 be the greateſt imaginable, they can 
4 only be ſo to the righteous. . 1 he þ pray 


ing of. the wicked i 10 an abomination to the 
Lord; It is even an inſult on his know- 
ledge, anda defiance of his power, The 
prayer of penitenge, however, muſt he 
excepted: for ghat, a8 a forgiving and 
. eee Father, 0. is eyer ready 
9 recei vc. 2 pfl: zt enuat 2 if 
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prayer, chen, any 
n0 longer be doubted ?——Lives there a 
by Wr l. K good 


jolt zn Lic 
Can he as at 
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good man that would be deprived of 
this comfortable, this meſtimable privi- 
lege? Is there even a wicked man who 
could bear to be informed, that he ſnould 
never be permitted to addreſs his offend- 
ed God The piety of the firſt would 
languiſh, unaſſiſted and unenlightened 
by this divine intercourſe—The wretch- 
ed ſituation of the laſt would involve him 
in deſpair, when deptived of all attain- 
able means of reconciliation, om: 


May -we evermore avail ourſelves of 


theſe refletions, and offer up our Pa 
EI Heaney _> 


C 


—— 
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The Danger of a ll Confi- 


Id  dence'1 in Religion. 

d 

R- 2 — R — - — — — — Ww 

4 3 Cox. : x. 12. . 

I Let bin that thinketh be Randerb take bed 
| 8 

of 1 X 

1 ER HAPS, thive ; is cans more 
1 dangerous in the great huſineſs of 


our ſalvation than a miſtaken confidence. 


He who goes on in an uninterrupted 
courſe of wickedneſs, and hardens him- 
{elf in the purſuit of conſcious villainy, 
is, indeed, to all appearance, in a wretch- 

K 2 ed 
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ed ſituation Vet his condition, how 


ever dangerous, is not deſperate: The 


repeated efforts of conſcience may awake 
him to a ſenſibility; ſickneſs or rmisf6r 
tune may break the way for reaſon; the 
ſenſe of preſent calamities may ſubdue, 
or the Proſpect, of furure puniſhmeng 
alarm. him. But what ſhall conyince 

| that man of his danger, who thinks 
himſelf already ſecure; —who. belieyes 
| that his conduct is agreeable to his duty, 
and that is feet are in ibe way which 
leadetinte life ? It would be vain to point 
out a precipice to the traveller who can 
ſee nothing but an even proſpect, or to 
warn the pfiot of 4 rock, WHO purſes 
dis paſſage with inVIREible' confdence. 
_ Fowogq ern foi or M6) t ef £ 
Let as tha traveller may e de 
Aae by his eye, and is the pilot may 
e be 
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be miſled by his chart, ſo it ĩs poſſible 
ſorſa man, in his great journey from 
this world to the next, to he miſtaken 
when he thinks himſelf in the right path, 
and to wander far from the narrow Way 
that leadeth to life. bs % 80. 


1 would therefore, upon this 0 
endeavour to point out ſome of the moſt 
prevailing cauſes. of a falſe confidence 

in reli gion, to diſcover thoſe means by | 
which the heart is flattered into a miſta- 
ken ſecurity, and to enquire upen hat 
grounds we may arten 1 nen 
e falvntin. 


* 


J {id Þ 'F tog 72 


+ To died all the 870 of -reli- 
80 2 Keurity would, indeed, be too 


hard a taſk—a taſk to which nis powers 


done are adequate Who can trace the 
FEE: TOY ch Kg. N tr © human 


* 
. 1 
- $$ 
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human heart through all its rereſſes { 


who tan perceive the principles of ackion, 


however fpeciouſly dreſt, and reid che 
language n ene 


It nk be i in the laſ goin diffcule 
to judge of the motives by which others 
are conducted, fincewe are ſometimes ſo 
far deceived in ourſelves, as to miſtake 
the pie of dur own actions. 


But admitting the. jmpoſnbility of 
Ending out all the means by which men 
are flattered into a miſtaken confidence 


in rehgion, ſome of thern are neverthe- 
leſs ſufficiently obvious. 


Amongſt the attrib ibutes jo the Divine 
Power, none is more frequently admired, 
1 much e as his mercy. 

e 
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We contemplate this perlection of the 


Godhead, with an intereſting pleaſure— 
we bleſs the generoſity that is induſtrious 
in the diſpenſation df-unmerited yours, 
and adore that benevolence which ſup- 
ports our weakneſs and bears with our 
frailties And with reaſon we adore— 
But while we hourly experience the di- 
vine Goodneſs,.and conſtantly rely upon 
it--when, notwithſtanding our follies and 


our errors, we find ourſelves ſupported. 


by the Supreme Benevolence, we are apt 
to forget that there are faults which the 
clemency- of heaven cannot connive at, 
and that there is a conduct which infi- 
nite mercy, c onſiſtently with juſtice and 


wiſdom, cannot accept—what we ought 


to look upon only as the forbearance of 


that gracious Being, to bo is not willing 


that any ſhould periſh, we conclude to be 
K 4 an 


1 SE RM ON VIH. 
an. invarjable; principle of mercy, that 
will exert itſelf in producing the ſame, 
effects for ever. Upon this miſtaken 
concluſion, not obly be, who expects 
ſalyatioſ on his own terms, builds, his 
hopes, but he who has no other view. 
than the uninterrupted purſuit of ik 
edacks, founds his Garidg confidence.; 


2 Becauſe ſentencs againſt an | evil 
T7 work i is not executed ſpeedily, there · 
* fore are the hearts of the children of 


men fully ſet in them todo evil.“ 


- "Another ip ſpecies of Falk. e 00 
5h en than that. which, has 
been; already mentioned, ariſes, from a 
partial obedienee. Jt vin the duties of 
religion, 28 in the buſineſs of the world; 
we are willing 0: obtnin What we want 
e with 
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i wich as Jirtle trouble as poſſibde q ancꝭ ins, 
0 dalge a deſife equally vain and arireatins/ 
* able, to enjby, n the ſame ume, tlie 
I pleaſures of 4dleneſs, and the rewards'of 
a induſtry . Vet not indolence allhe, not 
„ merely an unwillingneſs to undergo che 
3 active labours of religion makes us con- 
Y tent ourſelves with a partial performance 
\ of 0 our duty—we have generally ſome fa - 
5 vourite paſſion to indulge, which i is not 
R altogether confiſtent with the ſtrict pre- | 
I cepts of chriftianity; and, like hop 
7 ſumple Aſſyrian, who begged that, whe 

N he accompanied his maſter to the wor- 
4 ſhip "of his Gods, he might be permitted 
. at leaſt th Bow tlie Ine 18 Rio, we” 
* reſerve an indulgence for bur fa vu fits! 
I foible—we' reſerve it, he e 
Nd PEG fan d lei Gbart Ritas HR 

D be a & ptcntiia —_— 

5 Sallust. 
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ereiſe ĩt, frequently; without the Aﬀy- 


rian's modeſty, or jo much as faying, 
Lord pardon thy fervanti in this thing,” 


FLEZER: 


HenT it is that, with Agrippa, men 
are almoſt perfuaded to be Chriſtians. 
They would ſettle their portion of duty 
with heaven, and ſomething, at leaſt, 
would they do to be ſaved. They will 
give op part of cheir time, I had almoſt 
ſaid, part of their thoughts too to the 
buſineſs of religion, and the ſervice of 


God; but no ſooner are the formal mo- 
ments over than they return, with an 
ardor which diſcovers their " pleaſure in 
the change, to their ſchemes 917 intereſt 
or amuſement. The are willing, or 
rather their fear makes them. think. 1 it 
neceſſary to embark 1 in the ſervige of re: 
ligion, but, ſuch is their atta 
the earth on which they grew, they by 


coaſt 


— 
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coaſt along they have not ſpirit enough 
to venture out to ſea, nor fortitude ta 
leave the ſhades, and the flowers of the 


ore. 


\ 


8 2 
We are, indeed, ai various and un- 


certain creatures, and i it is not, therefore, 
to be wondered, if. we want reſolution 
to execute even the moſt important 
chings. In our early years we are very 
inconſtant. We determine 1 in the ardor 
of exulting ſpirits, without conſidering 
either the difficulty of the proceſs, orthe 
remoteneſs of the event. If we, caſually, 
think of xeligian, we form ſchemes for 
a life of piety and devotion, in conſe- 
quence. of a ſudden impulſe, or a tranſi- 
tory rapture. We reſolve, without re- 
flecting that our reſolutions are the effect 
of accidental circumſtances they live 


n n an Leiden nt deſtroys them. 
Thus, 
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Thus, th inſtruments of chance and. 
paſſion, we adyance towards the maturity. 
of life—The levity « of youth may then, 
poſſibly, ſubſide ; but we are then only. a 
medley of the ſeveral habits we had con · 
tracted, and the paſſions ſtill 1 maintain 
their dominion, though their objects 
may be changed. It rarely happens, 
however, that religion has any intereſt 
in the change; for, as it had ſeldom 
engaged our attention in youth, ſo it {till 
remains but an inferior conſideration; | 
and, dinong the multitude of differenc 
engagements, © can  Fearcely obtaj 90580 
ſeventh dax. 5 
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Rte of Efe; in youth k borne a away onthe 
unte fiſted tide of the paſtions, we gan- 
1— 
not judge with the freedom of unbiaſſed 
reaſon; J that only 1 is right which flatters 
tlie ruling ; appetite, 1 the confidence. 
* of laſting g happineſs i is founded £2] tran · 


10 fi ent inclination. ; 


4 1 . 
Af 6 * 14 N 7 ö ” 6 TT * «4% 1 
"#» * 1 


in age, indeed, that Is ſeldom, the. 


t 

. dale. We have then learned from fre- 
1 quent digappointment that nothing in 
5 this world deſerves the name of bappi-. 
t 


3121 


Il neſs; an from thence we dray this una». | 
dv * DINE IN HS that it is only io be 
0 ſought in the hopes of another. Of 
as: another we have often heard, and of as · 
Wo aller? we have ſomerimes thought. We 
80 have ſome conte ſed idea, that general acts 
*o of obedience: hi qualify us for the at- 
5 1891 tainment 


| > 


tainment of that happineſs, which is pro» 
miſed only to uniform piety, or ſincere 
repentance. To uniform piety we cannot 
even have any pretence, and repentance 
is but a melancholy: work, which we 
ſhould, by any means, endeavour to diſ- 
penſe with. On acts of general obedi- 
ence, therefore, we are dangerouſly con- 
tented to found our hopes of futurity. 
Still attached to the world, its vanities, 
and its follies, we ſatisfy ourſelves with 
preſumptuous expeclation, that the 
Almighty will he pleaſed with occa- 


fional Woes and curſory acts of duty. 


1 But! is it, dend, true that God will 
be ſerved in part? Is it not the heart, 
the devoted heart, that he requires from 
us? Is it not he that ſaith, WE E Tur 


- ear, Þ ur 9 1— Wm then a partial | 
| | ads. 
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obedience avail us? Shall there be any 


variety of intereſts in his ſervice . With 
reſpect to that part of our duty which 
relates to him, what is the command 
ment — we have received? 


0. A das Gels besen u che: God 


« with all thy heart, and with zit thy 


« ſoul; with all thy mind, and with all 
« thy ſtrength.” . | 


Nay we are told, expreſsly, that it is 
impoſſible. for us to ſerve God and the 
world.” The author of our religion him: 
ſelf has given us ſufficient information 


as to this point. He has aſſured us that 
our ſervices cannot be divided that 


if our hearts incline towards the world, 


ve are ſeryants of the world; if to- 
wards God, we are ſervants of God. 
1 In 
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In ſhort; bis/ſervants tue are; tobom «98 
ob y. * . 5 ! N 1117 


vo 


"4 » » 


 May,theſe obſervations be well con- 


ſidered by thoſe who entertain the dan- 
gerous and deluſive expectation, that 


their God will accept of an obedience 


which flows not from the heart, and 
thoſe ſervices they tender him rather 
through fear than ſove! 


As for thoſe whoſe miſtaken confi- | 


dence is founded on an opinion that 


the SUPREME Mezxcy either can not be 


offended, or can indiſcriminately for- 
give, 1 muſt beg their attention to the 
following conſiderations. & 


The cd of As DIVINE Powen, 
however extenſive, cannot act in oppo- 


ſition to his juſtice or his truth. Every 
* 


gl 
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attribute of the SV PENN UK BEOTIOU 
muſt be perfect. Juſtice and truth are 
his eſſential attributes; his juſtice and 


i wal therefore; mat be petfcet. 


1 313 811040 Nw 21001. $9] 1791 
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4 we confült his revealed Will, HY 
reſpe&t to his juſtice, we Hall be inform 
etl, that he will reward every man atrord® 
ing to bis wor; that he is rigbitous in N 
all his crays and that be. fudge of all the 
earth wile do rig zght. 


— 
—_ 1 3 — 171 * * 
* . 4 F 4 1 * 
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Wich reſpect to kts veracity, we are 
told, that Gd is 15 net a man that be ſoul 
lie, r the fo on of man that he foul repent, 


N : '# > * 1. 1 - 2 
of, as it may be mare intellig gibly ren-., 
' * * $354 L 7s 9 ＋ 


dered, that he N change his s mind.” 
282290 20 2 7 ＋ * 4 1 lt LOS | 


Ix.is-yidenr,.shoxofore, that 8 , 


great the ſuprerps; mercytmay/{be, his 
Vol. 1. 8 | declze- 
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declarations. muſt, in conſequence of his 
truth, be accompliſhed, and that be i. 
Judge * e in We e 


1 . not * be n melnable 
| to impreſs a terror of the divine Power 
upon you by repreſenting his mercy as 
leſs than it really is, or his juſtice as more 
rigid That, as a man, I ſhould have 
little inclination to do God knows 1 
have more need of his mereies than my 
fellow - creatures. — As a-preacher of the 
goſpel I ſhould have till leſs : But let 
me intreat you to conſider, that though 
the Almighty | were merciful. beyond all 
puniſhment, or retribyti tiop, would not the 
very argument on which you build your 
hopes of | impunity make you appear 
ſhocking to all ſenſe of natural or moral 
4 excel- 


tertain „ of our r fs. 


excellence? Should not that man be 


looked upon as a monſter who would 


offend againſt mercy becauſe he knew it 
would forgive, and trample on clemency 
from an aſſurance, that it would not 


| ; If then the fally and danger of a falſe 


confidence in religion be ſo frequent and 


fo obvious, it muſt be worth our while to 
enquire upon what grounds we may en 


tion, | f N $7308 1107 


— 


SN. 14 us remember chat man does 


not now ſtand 1 in the ſame relation to 


God as at bis creation! that he is to 
look upon his Creator as an offended 


= porn he hay wan and 


* 3 9 5 to 
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to whom he can only be reconciled 
through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt — 
that the mediator has introduced a ſyſtem 
of duties, by complying with which 
alone we ſhall be entitled to the advan- 


tage of that redemption which he pur- 
chaſed by his death: For, though he 


came not to call the righteous, but finners to 
repentance, yet that very repentance is 
a qualifying act of duty, and the firſt 
fruits of thoſe good works, without 
which his merits with THE Fa ATHER un 
not avail us. 


In . if we obey his laws; if we 
imitate his life; if we believe his doc- 
trines; if we embrace his precepts; 
and, laſtly, if we look up to him as our 
greateſt good, as the object of our at- 
ſections 
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fections and the perfect pattern of our 


0 
2 conduct, we may then hope that he will 
N receive us to his merey, and interpoſe 
m 
his ſervices for our frailties, and our 
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a Love as brethren be pitiful be cotirteous. 


\HAT charigablo diſpoſition which 
Chriſtianity recommends as it's 


firſt principle, comprehends all the 
: peculiar graces and virtues that diftin- 
| Ke the fiſciples of Jeſus.” | 


Hence, 


| cies of virtue, that could be deſetibad 
S924 \ - £64 | by 


Hence, the apoſtle gives it the pre- 
ference ro all other faculties and pow. 
ers. The mind might be enlightened 


with the vifions of . Dir 


1 19 


tongue might be informed with eve 
human language The laws of nature 
might be inverted at the command of 
a created. Being, and health and life 
conferred by man chat is born to die: 
But theſe powers, as they were ſuperior 
to his capacity, could add nothing to 
his moral excellence; and, therefore, 
one portion of ane was owns hk 
. 12 aa an 


1 faint not appear that * 105 
Ae upon this as any particular ſpe- 


he, IP 
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by ſome; peculiar, or unifurm mode of 
operation: They muſt have conſidered 
it as 4 general temper, or diſpoſition of 
| the ſoul, that gave its colour and nc 
. et al Pug moral action, | 


This temper was formed by the ge· 
nius and ſpirit of Chriſtianity, im- 
proved by that divine grace, which was 
the ptivilege of the new religion But 
why am 1 attempting a defeription of 
charity, which is fo admirably de- 
ſcribed by it's effects in the epiſtle to 
che Corinthians To that J ſhall refer 
vyou, and confine myſelf to the conſi- 
deration of thoſe virtues that flow 
from it, mentioned in the text 
e as' ih : Be rn * coutr- 

J. 


— 
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I. It muſt always be allowed by the 
ht of natural religion, that the 
precepts of Chriſtianity make the beſt 
ſyſtem of morality in the world. Num- 
berleſs graces were ſuggeſted by the di- 
vine Spirit, which would never have been 
thought of in a mere natural ſtate: None 
of theſe is more frequently inculcated 


than brotherly love; nay, ſo indiſpen- 
ſable was this duty, that it was made 
the teſt of every convert's pretenſions, 


and the laſt argument of the love of 
God. By tbis we know that ” are of 
Cod, ior bave love one. to anther... | 


And, indeed, what better cog could 
there be of a principle of grace in the 
heart than this love of the brethren ? What 
þetter indication that they were actuated 


by 
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by the, ſpirir of him who i is loye itſelf ? 
What. could more effectually preſerve 
the infant church from the rending fury 
of ſects and ſchiſms, than this harmony 
of affections, this union of minds? Sv 
ſtrictly requiſite then, that it was made 
* 5 of o_ true G | 


Bit was Alber in FR mn Nike 
ef Chriſtianity, and is it not equally ſo 
now? Stands not our holy church in 
need of the ſpirit of unanimity and love, 
hen we ſee; the bigot zeal. of popery fo 
induſtrious on the one hand, and the de- 
luſions of fanaticiſm ſo ſucceſsful on the 
other? Were ever tlie ſatred connections 
af mutual amity more neceſſary in the 
church of Eugland than at the preſent 
dime? In what pariſn, nay in what vil- 
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lage have not ſome of her waveting 
members been deceived by the inſnua- 
tions of the puritan or che bigot? Have 
not we ſeen the labours of theſe men too 
ſucceſsful in creating prejudite and divi- 


ſions? And is not this in ſome meaſure 
owing to the · want of brotherly affection, 


the unity of the ſpirit in the bond af peace? 


Were this more effectually cultivated 
among us, the good ſhepherd would ke 
fuer ee from his told: 7 


pi is this Heuer of uniting 


love: in the ſupport of religion; nor is ĩt 
leſs valuable; or leſs needful in ſocial life: 
Mutual affection is not only the beſt 
proof of piety, and the principal fecurity 
from innovations in religion, but the 
-pureſt ſource of ſocial duties, and the 
-farmeſt foundation of moral juſtice. | 


Were 
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Were evci / man to conſider bimtelkas as 
deriving his exiſtence from one common 
parent, as connected to the whole ſpecies 


by an eternal relation, and, in conſe- 
quence of this reflection, to behave to 
a every fellow creature as a brother, would 


not the ſecond great commandment of 
the law be moſt emphatically fulfilled * ? 


And would it not, at the ſame time, molt 
"effetually promote the welfare of ſo- 
ciety ? Would not the life and property 
of every individual be infinitely the moſt 
: ſecure, when from the law of nature, as 
"Hl as of nations, from the connections 
of relation, as well as the obligations of 


moral rectitude, he could claim the aſ- 


ſitance and dae of chem: 
I MEFS YEN t. 13 
T0 * e u in the con- 
— be to act as brethren No per- 
ſon 


Free from the injuries of oppreſſion and 
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ſon of humanity would willingly ſee him 
who derived his being from the ſame 
parents, the partner of the ſame womb, 

whom the ſame affections nurſed, for 
whom the ſame care provided, in mi- 

ſery or diſtreſs. The voice of nature 
would plead for the wretched, and de- 
mand the relief and aſſiſtance of a bro- 
ther. Should the ſame voice point out 


every individual to our regard, when 1 


would juſtice bewail the violation of her 
laws,' or miſery complain without affiſt- 


ance and redreſs ? Should we conſider 
every fellow- creature as relatively, tho? 


not abſolutely, a brother, how happy muſt 


be the effect of ſuch a concluſion ! What 


peace and harmony would run through 


the ſyſtem of life! How delightful muſt 


be the effect of univerſal benevolence ! 


the 
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the inſolence of pride, the malignity oi 


envy and the extortion of ayarice, how 


very different would be the face of ſo- 
ciety! Should the ſmiles of affection 
dwell on every aſpect, this life ſhould 
no longer be called the valley of mourn- 
ing! Should brotherly love glow in 
every breaſt, how would it awake every 
tender paſſion ! how ready would pity 
be to weep over diſtreſs, and pay the 
ſympathizing tear to pain and ier ! 


II. If we love as brethren, we ſhall, 


of conſequence, be pitiful. Let ſtoic 
pride ſhut up the bowels of mercy, and 
ſtop the fluices of compaſſion : a Chriſ- 


tian will not be aſhamed of the tender 
ſenſations of humanity, to mourn with 
theſe that mourn, and roeep with thoſe 
01 that 


Hhat' cecy 
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-Teſus wept——The' tear 
that was ſhed over the ſorrows of Je- 


ruſalem, che prophetic voice of ſym. 


pathy that mourned its approaching 
ruin, give us a right to indulge the = 
ſibility of pity, and reach us that ſuch 
affeckions are not unwelcome ro. hea- 
ven. 


Nay, we are commanded, as well 
by the author of our falvation as his 
apoſtles, to be full of compaſſion: It 
is 2 duty enjoined by religion, as in- 
cumbent on humanity : It is this that 
directs the hand of charity to relieve, 


and points out to benevolence the ob- 
gs of aſſiſtance. Without: this} gha- ; 


# Y « & * * 


ocrily. 
P *. 8 Pity 


| 
| 
| 


160 SE NM ON! NX. 


Pity brings the mii inte an humble 
frame, and makes t ſuſoeptible of the 
impreſſions of picty and gratitude to the: 
great preſerver of men; when the mmif-' 
fortunes o humanity. make us ſenſible 
of our weakneſs, and of our depen- 

dance. on that Being who alone is al- 


ighty. . 2 . : G N * a7 ? | \ , of ſ it 
> * . W 4 * * 3 , [1 


Weiss yet this al is de 
monſtrable in that it is dlways' Peet in 
the fineſt diſpoſitions. If pride fill the 
breaſt with obſtinacy a and arrogance, WE 


may be alfred that Pity 6 dwel not 


EU 


there. Tf Wa uns e car from tho 


1 Ne YO! 


| complaints of poverty, we may natural- 


Fatt TT 18 '& QID Ja! 
ly conclude that pity de it not there. 
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trated, by unſocial vices; is rarely ſen- 
ſible of the emotions of compaſſion. It 
is almoſt peculiarly the growtli of the 
humble, heavenly mind, that is fall of 
benevolerte, tenderneſs and humanity. 
If we look into the lives of thoſe who 
have been moſt renowned for their 
piety, I believe we ſhall find few who 
have not left behind them ſome extra- 


ordinary inſtances, the effects of this be 


nerous ſympathy, 


s Such indeed is the excellence of a 


compalſionate temper, that perhaps there 
hever was a good man, who was not ia a 


great degree diſtinguiſhed by it. 


Its uſefulneſs to ſociety cannot be dif. 


puted ; If, as we have obſerved, it be 


thg ſource of charity; if it direct us to 
Vol. J. M : the 
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the relief of miſery, and the * 
of diſtreſsʒ if it be. feet 401 tbe lame, or 
Ses o the blind; if its 400rds, uphold thoſe 
that are falling, and if it ſtrengthen the 
feeble kuren its utility is confeſſed and 
it is, with indiſputable propriety, en- 
| Joints by the law l . 


» 


UI. Thus an and 0 uſeful 


is that precept of the apoſtle, be pitiful: 
Nor leſs uſeful, or leſs neceſſary perhaps 
is that which immediately follows it, and 


commands us to be counteous— that is, 


to. behave with civiſity and complaiſance 
do all orders of men and to pay chat 
_ Referenca' to every man which his ſta · 


non requires) If it ere conſidered bow 
much the peae af ſociety; is-proſeryed. 


by che forms of what v call goed breeds 
3 W heuchlettrd 
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nor left as uſeleſs or ſuperfluous.Exery 
obe is pleaſed to be treated with the ap- 
pearance of reſpect, and no prudent 
man would therefore refuſe to pay it 
If pleaſure can be communicated 
at ſo cheap a rate, no good natured per- 
ſon would neglect the means. What 
ever contributes to the good underſtand- 
ing, and mutual reſpect of ſocial life, 
ought not by any means to be rejtcted. 
There is enough of malignity in human 
nature to diſorder the peace and com- 
merce of mankind, without ereating 
coldneſs by a ſtudied negligence of ci- 


vilicy, or a rude or careleſs, or perhaps 
affteted contempt of the eſtabliſhed and 


expected forms of politeneſs. We ſhould 


endeavour as much as poſſible to cheriſi 
the principle of ſocial bent volence, and, 


585 Paul fays;* de in ſome meaſune all 
Mt __”” M 2 "> things 
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things. to all men. Whatever may ad- 
vance the happineſs or ſatisfaction of 
our neighbour, Chriſtian charity obliges 
us to offer: Whatever would diſcom- 
poſe, or diſguſt him, we ought, in juf. 
tiee, to avoid, as we might eaſily con · 
clude, it would be unwelcome to our- 
ſelves. To encourage and exhort to re- 
ſpe& and amity; to engage mankind in 
mutual good offices, and to preſerve the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, 
ſeems to have been the view of the 
apoſtle, when he enjoined us to ove as 
"Bretbr ren, to be. pi 22 and to be courteous 
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* Patience of: Sos . — i- 
table Kxample for nnn 


reached: at a F uneral, 176; 3. 
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go OB XIV. 1 3. ; 

9 that thou wouldeſt bide me in 0 grave, ! 
& bat thou wouldeſt keep me ſecret. until 
thy wrath be paſt ! 7 bat 1 thou | wouldeft 


© appoint me a ſet time] and remember me | 


* 


I 1s natural for us, under the anguiſh 
of great afflictions, to make unnatu- 
ral wiſhes. | 


To ſhun by every means the approach 
of death, and to preſerve theſe. frail Be- 
| M 3 ings | 
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ings as long as poſſible, was implanted a 
in our nature by the unerring will of Pro- 
videner . Wert we ſo little deſirous of ? 
life, and ſo little afraid of death, as to : 


ſeek and wiſh far it upon every little un- I 
eaſineſs, the human ſpecies would be 
| "deſtroyed, and this world would become 


| A deſert, or be inhabited only by ſavages, 

| by creatures that have neither the know- 

ledge 1 nor the defire of death The rate ' | - 
2 of n man, T ſay, would periſh from off the . 

| face of ihe earth; for what human being 

1s ſo happy chat he is not r ſome time or 


. fy 7 Haan 1261 {© 5 


5 other uneaſy. 


f1 | 4 4141 , © + + » % 
4 * * 1 Po c > » L * * . 211 4 +I13 had ', * 


„ I het the 0 dent then 
that ordered it otherwile© For; though 
the divine power has permitted ænotigh 


I miſery inthe world to wean our heart 
| m_ 
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d from jt;; yet he has given us ſurh an ap- 
'Q- ꝓrthenſive frar of denth as is ſuſſieient, 
of in general, to reconcile: us to this life, 
to till; in the common courſe: of baturt, 
n- At is ky AY an end 1 
Je 5G ble | 113 ennie 
IC och. Hence, ic, Is. ; that f Loon 35 forrow 
| aniſhes at the appearance of hopes So 
7. ſoon; ag the languor of ſickneſs is paſt, 
3 or the pain of diſappointment i is grown 
0 older by a day, ve begin once more to 
8 JJook . forward with chearfulneſs, and _to 


r wy with patience 1 the race that is . et before 
| 16. Such is the general condition of 


life; and they who are and have been 


) the happieft of mankind, muſt acknow- 
b adedge that the picture bears ſome reſem- > 
| Nager ta their, own; Wes 


218 ; | 7 
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It i poſſble, however; that, in caſes 
of extreme calamity, death may be 

viſhed for in earneſt. There are ſome 
conditions of life ſo abſolutely wretched, 
that che deſire of living would almoſt 
ſeem unreaſonable, Who would wiſh 
for the continuation of à being to which 
every day brought the heavy taſk of 
miſery, and to which wearifome nights 
were appointed? Should we not, under 
ſuch circumſtances, be ready to cry out 
with the Apoſtle / bo ſhall deliver us 
from theſe edles of death ? or with. the 
afflicted. Patriarch, to intreat that we 

| might le hid from ſorrow ; in the grave 
In ſome. dark and. ſilent manſion of the 

| earth, Where we and our miſeries might 
lie down together, and where we ſhould 

no longer, anguiſh, at the fight ht of the 


ſun? OOO en "Op 


25 "24" & N Theſe 


$ ER NR. adg 
lese rige Whicdyahqugh;in- 


conſiſtent with the. firſt great law of ng- 


rare, the preſervation of our being, it is, 


as I have obſerved, very natural to form 
under ths keen: anguiſh o of See e i 


1 c 


- Cris gs into the houſe of mourn: 


ing, and hear the complaint of the 
ſufferer, Hear him under the agonies 


df acute pain. Is he not ready to ex- 
claim with the man of Uzz, © Let the 
4 grade open for 'me | and let the jaws of 
a Gftrudion 1 receive her prey 10 God! 


15. bow long will tho withhold thy band? 


4 O that I might have my requeſt ! and 


« that 'Gat would grant. me the” thing | 
1 thatT "long for, even that it would Pleaſe 


ue I'VE 


| 2d t to deftrey m - 7 * "that he would lt 
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Tboeſe whom chance or charity has 
brought to the couch of afftiction, are 
wat Ce Fn <4 fa this.” 


i i cola rhis by: the n 
9 Jay, of 7b? Could he wiſh, for 


death, who believed i it to be che end of 


all fcſh? Who could ſay chat, 4c; the 
cloud is confumed, and. vaxiſbeth atvay : 
So be that. goeth down to the grave ſal! 


come up nd more? Could he who had no 
hopes, or, if any, but obſcure. hopes. of 


immortality, wiſh for a diſſolution f 


his mortal body, and to be ſhut. vp in 
the chambers of darkteſs for ever? 
But, what then would he have done, had 


he lived under the glorious light of the 


Goſpel? Would he not have; wiſhed, 


with fall greater impatience, 10 Ir di- 
ſolved 


# 
* "In 


y * = 
* # LY 
ws 7 1 
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fed and to de with Jeſus ? or, perhaps, 
vith the proſpect of the everlaſting pro- 


 miſes, he might have endurtd ibe roſs, 
deſpifing the pain. Poſſibly, under the 
influence of Chriſtian fortirude, he' hight 
have triumphed: over the calamities of 
time, exukting in the hopes, the glorious 
hopes of eternity. Probably he would 


have acknowledged, with the eloquent 
a Apoſtle, that the ſu ufferings of the preſent 
. Be are not worthy to be compared wilh the 


7 a _ be revealed in ur. 


% £FYy * 
7 1183 A 


' No A6ubt fork a ative have 


has greater. Human nature never riſes 


to ſuch a glorious piteh of excellence, 
uch an heavenly dignity, as when, imi- 


tating the example of our gteat and god- 
PG ;we'brar witk patience the 
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evils, that are fallen; upon us» When 
from the ſpiri of pure ang chearful 
piety, we ſay, O God, thy will be 
be done, This is the proper conduct, 
the, reaſonable. ſervice, of a Chriſtian: 
But to attain to this perfect ſtate of mind, 
requires no inferior portion either of 
ſenſe, or. grace. It is neceſſary that we 
ſhould be able to form. a due gſtimate of 
life, to balance in an equal ſcale it's 


good and evil things, and from thence 
to draw juſt reflections concerning it. 


This, philoſophical knowledge is requi- 
ſite; it 3s expedient; but it is not alone 
ſufficient to inſpire us with Chriſtian for- 
titude. The concluſions of knowledge, 
and the reſolutions of reaſon will ſhrink 
under che blaſt of affüction, and, without 


the * divine grace, they 


Mondo w | will 


— 
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will ineffectually ſttive to Ter the heart 
ut caſe. * 10 Au J 903 mon 


Ce \ © > 6 % "TK... * 
J : > Wd 8 


Under e ende which 
are incident to our being, let us not, 


like unhappy Job, importune the' Al. 


mighty that we may be permitted to lay 
it down, but rather let us intreat him 
that he would give us grace and forti- 
tude, to ſupport with Pallener the lot 
Rc has bellen A 


5 4 
LY, 


ay very eren yea ty we 
Mould do this is, that we outſelves ate 


the cauſe of almoſt all the miller" we 
endute, What, in general, are the evils 


we complain of but the cone duence of 


me: miſcondu&] ſome" paſſion wrong- 
dag ſome bias of the mind, or ſome 


ity ©. | weakneſs 


| * 
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imprudence, by negligence, or by vb. 
ſtinacy? Should we then, thus circum- 
ſtanced, hazard a deſtre to ruſh into the 
preſence: of our Almighty Maker? 
Should we venture to complain of thoſe 
evils. which befal us in the common 
courſe of nature? Should we not rather 
beſeech the diſpenſer of all good things, 
to remoye the burthen from us in the 
way of his providence, but ſtill that he 
would permit us to continue in his ſer- 
vice, that we might exert that gratitude 
which is due to him both for our erea- 
tion, ang preſervation? oa wh 


| This certainly would be a | conduct 
more becoming a Chriſtian than that of 


* = 


. 
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„That unhappy Patriarch was but a 
very imperfect example of patience, com- 
pared tathe author of chriſtianity. When 
did our divine maſter utter the impatient 
exclamations which we find in the book 
of Job? Father, ſaid he, f this cup 
may not paſs away from me, uxieſs I drink 
it, thy will be done. And yet this cup 
was à more bitter potion than the 
man of Lz was condemned to drink. 
Remember we not the agonies that he 
underwent ? Remember we not that the 
dreadful hour, when, previous to his 
paſſion,'the Evangeliſt tells us, that bz 
fiveat as it were great drops of lied: 
We are aſſured by thoſe who are ſkilled 


in \ medicinal knawledge, thax. uf this.could 
not have been without the moſt exquilits 


2:iT torment. 
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torment. And I mention this circum- 
ſtance to ſhew you the difference between 
Chriſtianity and Judaifm; ' when the 
higheſt character in the latter appears ſo 
incomparably mean, conſidered under 
the circumſtances of affliction, with the 
Wo. . of the former. 


n example 
of Jeſus, chen, and not of Job, that we 
are to learn the virtue of patience; and 
this caution is the more neceſſary, be- 
cauſe when the Old and New Teftament 
come united into our hands, as the inva- 
riable word of God, we are apt to ſeck 
the rules of faith equally in the former as 


in the latter. This, by no means, ought 


to be. The doctrines of the Old Teſta- 
6 1 ment 


moral duty were infinitely improved. It 
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ment were built upon à very different 
conditions of the covenant were changed, 
and not only che terms of ritual obedi- 


enct were varied, but the principles of 


is from the New Teſtament alone, there. 
fore, that we are to derive the rules of 


lite, and the precepts of conduct. He 


who is in Chriſt Jeſus, as the Apoſtle 
ſays, that is, he who has been admitted 


into the Chriſtian church, is a new crea- 


ture: — 5 
Kamen ay. 5 


. 1 


15 preaching from a 2 like 5 
wherein che author of it quarrels with 
that being v which God had given him, 


1 thought K necelary | to obſerve i in what 


öl . 


N manner 
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manner a Chriſtian ought to delve: uns 
der b like circumſtances.” 15217115 07 


{Dix abi of: obo! PTR ts ap- 
pointed this text, let us remember how 
very difficult it is not to wiſh for death, 
when life is deſtitute of every comfort; 
when it is embittered with forrow and 
ſickneſs, with penury and pain. | 


I have before obſerve I, that to arrive 
at that great pitch of . Chriſtian. perfec- 
tion, which impiies an uncomplaining 
reſignation, requires both great parts, 
and uncommon graces. It cannot, 
therefore, be the lot of the multitude. 


Wi all know 6ur 'teattineſs' to com- 
ES where ig the great ſoul that 


ö 
* * ſuffers 


e 
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ſaſſers in ſilence? We muſt endeavour 
to imitate thoſe ſublime perfections of 
which our divine Maſter has given us 
an example; but let us look with can- 
dour and compaſſion on thoſe ſuffering 


brethren who travel night and day thro? 
the paths of forrow ; who have their 


bed in darkneſs, and their ee on the 


thorn. 


We are all frail and changeable erea- 
tures: A perfect character is not in hu- 
man nature; and he, who dares to ſay 
that he is faultleſs, is a hypocrite; Who 
wants to impoſe either on his dn heart, 


or- on the world, e on both. 


With reſpect to the character of the 


deceaſed ſhe appeared to he: a pious 
N 2 and 


2 ˙ 5.4 4 
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and conſcientious Chriſtian, who, while 
He was attentive to the duties of her 
ſtation, was by no means remiſs in 
thoſe of her religion. It muſt be re- 
membered to her credit that ſhe was 
the induſtrious mother of a family, dili- 
gent 10 provide ber houſbold their portion 


of meat in due ſeaſon. Thus ſhe. united 
in her o perſon the characters both 


of Martha and of Mary, chuſing the 
good part of the one, and the n/eful N 
* the other. | | 


She, therefore, who had led ſuch a. 
He, might, with the more propriety, be 
defirous of that diſtolution, by means of 
which alone the could receive the ful- 
niels of thoſe eres t chat a are 1 ap for 

| the 3 oft. ; 
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le She had, moreover, another motive 
er for this ſeemingly unnatural deſire of 
in death : For ſhe had, not long before 
I her laſt ſickneſs, buried her huſband, an 
1 honeſt and induſtrious man, who had 


divided with her the cares and the la- 
bours of hfe.—When ſhe was deprived 


5 of the partner of her affections, when ſhe 
had taken her laſt leave of him wha 
* contributed to her happineſs and ſup- 
0 


| port, no wonder if ſhe grew weary of 
„ a life, that was at the beſt but ſolitary 
and uncomfortable. 


Sulfer theſe apologies to plead for tho 
deceaſed; over whoſe foibles, whatever 
they were, charity ſhould throw a peil, 
while 3 it withholds not that praiſe which 


ner virtues merited. , though t thoſe vir tues 
were obſcured by an humble ſtation, 
'N 3 For 
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Fe or vs, who: are aſſembled o on this oc- 


caſion, we cannot but derive inſt ruction 


from very circumſtance that attends it. 
And it is principally on our account, 
indeed, that ſuch diſcourſes as theſe are 
exerciſed... To the dead they are nothing. 
The. laſt offices that are paid to them 
can only be uſeful. as they are lectures 
to the living: So far, however, they are 
certainly of uſe: For notwithſtanding 
the various mementos of mortality that 
we "meet with, notwithſtanding that 
death Has eſtabliſhed his' empire over all 
the works of nature, through ſome 'in- 
fatuation, or other, we are ſtill apt to 
forget that we were born, to die: We go 
on from one deſign to another, we add 


hope to hope, and Fu plans for the 
employ- 
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employment or the \ſablitence of 727 


years, till life itſelf is at an end, and ve 
are alarmed by 1 the appearance of the; 


phantom of death, at an hour which | WE 
had concluded to be mid-day.” | 


Let us, therefore, have our loins al. 
ways girded up, and our lamps burning, 
that we may be in readineſs to take our 
Journey to that far, far-diſtant _— 
ave which no ſpirit returns. | 


Let us be Mans to procure the fa- 
vour of that eternal being, whoſe influ- 
ence extends over all worlds ! 


BV the light of his countenance we 
Thall walk without trembling through 
thoſe. gloomy regions where all things 

1 2 6 | are 
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are forgotten; when death elf 
Mall N made POW lim then thall - 


ve riſe to that immortal inheritance, 
which is | promiſed to our faich, our piety, 


and our ace. 


The . of. | tinted” 
better than that of Riches: 
abuſed. 


EccLEs. iv. 6. 


Better is an hand-full wi th quietneſs, than 
both the bands full with travail ad 
vexation of Jpirit, 


MNG the numbers that diſquiet 
themſelves i in vain, there are none 


farther from the road of happineſs than 
thoſe who toil inſatiably for the acquiſi- 
tion of riches, A mind that has this 

_ bis 
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bias can ſeldom be at eaſe; for the-goods 
of fortune, are in a ſtate of 15 5 
fluftuation, and that man | muſt Know ö 


es 


what chance may take away. 


7 
1 FI 


1 avarice is a Pete of of . 

ſs; if madneſs be nothing more than 
hi abſence, or a ſuſpenſion: of reafon : 
For who can be more deſtitute of reaſon 
than he who chuſes the evil, aud ſbuns the 
good?” Yet ſuch is the conduct of : the 
man who hath /et bis beart on the increaſe 
of riches. In a life whoſe days are fewo and 
evil, he 3 is hourly adding t to that evil by 


Ho A (?; 
an unneceſſary anxiety to make provi- 


ſion for a life that ſhould h have many days. 
The beſt privilege: of wealth would be the 


0 of quiet, but he forfeirs that 


by quiet 


80 
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uiet t for the acquiſition of note! His 
| fires are not bounded by the wants of 0 h 
nature, or, the decent conveniencies 0 
life; money ĩs the object of his affections, 
and while he labours to _— * the 


uſe of it is — 


"Al though ta is no n * 
takes hold of the human mind, more un- 
accountably. ridiculous than this inordi- 
nate love of wealth, it is certain-that no 
vice or folly whatever is more difficult to 
ſubdue. When covetouſneſs has once 
entrenched itſelf in the heart, it bids de- 

nce to every attack from without, and 
is equally proof againſt the ſolid force of 
reaſon, or the lighter weapons of ridi- 


cule. It is in vain that a covetoùs man 


is made the jeſt of the beral, or brand - 
2 n | ed 
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e& with folly hy the wiſe It is in vaig 
to argue [wich him it i is in vain to 
preach' ta him and tis only with a view 
of ſecuring: thoſe from avarice who are 
yet untainted with it that J mention the 
eras of it in this diſcourſe, 


" - 
a 4 


The covetous man, have already ob- 
ſerved, is deſtitute of reaſon : In his con- 
duct he is evidently ſo ; but as moſt hu: 
man beings; and even madmen think 
chat they act agrecably to reaſon, let us 
endeavour to find out upon what princi- 
ples a man of avarite is reconciled to 


n 6 RAR 
"Daybtleſs bel wee. like then man 


* 1 = 


of pleaſure, ; that he is, in the only yay 
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5 of 
8 | 


ar 


SE RMON XI. 189 
of that is the firſt mover with us all. 
grounds? He knows that wealth will 
purchaſe every outward convenience of 
life - that it will procure us reſpedt, and 
ſet us free from labour: This he con- 
cludes, and, fo far, he judges rightly— 


But it is not a little, ſays he, that 


«will do theſe things; I muſt have yet 
et more before I can quietly and com- 
* fortably ſit down to enjoy it Well; 
. now I have obtained what I propo- 


e ſedʒ yet there is one piece of dighity 


« which, I ſhould, be glad to have, but 
« which my fortune will ſcarcely bear; 
es therefore I muſt have yet more, be- 
* fore I can quietly and comfortably 
« ſit down to enjoy it.. Thins he rea- 
ons wich Inmſelf, t. he dies till he 


18 
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is ſurprized to find that life is at an end, 

while he is yet only in the au to den 
pineſs. a 514 16 2nott 


But this mode of reaſoning is followed 
only by one ſet of the covetous. There 
are many, who, without any view to fu- 
ture or diſtant happineſs n:1ther have, 
nor ſeek any other pleaſure than that of 
hoarding and accumulating. Theſe are 
far gone in the money-loving madneſs, 
and have not even a pretence to juſtify 
their conduct bx reaſon. Gold is their 
idol, and their covetouſneſs is, as the 
apoſtle terms it, downright Idolatry. 
Theſe are equally guilty, but they are 
not more happy than the wretch I have 
Indians, who give upchalf their food to 
their Idols, they go... without; common 


neceſſaries N 


520. 
4.3 
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neceſſaries to increaſe their trraſure, and 
ſtarve themſelves to lay up the 1 810 
ſions of life. 


It was not fo much my deſign, upon 
this occaſion, to expoſe the criminal na- 
ſure of eovetouſneſs, as to prove the mi- 
ſery that attends it; but as virtue is cer- 
tainly a means of happineſs, I may ob- 
ſerve” that it muſt be unknown to the 
man of avarice; for it is ſcarce poſſible 
that he ſhould have any virtue. The 
ſocial virtues are thoſe which, in their 
practice, are moſt peculiarly. delightful z 
but what focial virtue can a covetous 
man be capable of? To relieve the 
wants of his fellow creatures, would be 
inconſiſtent” with his principles of ſay- 
ing—To compaſſionate their miſeries, 


to ke them the conſolations of a feel- 
« — 1 > : ing 
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ing keakt Of chat he Is equalt) inch. 
Pable: For the heart Gf abariee' never 
feels.” The render” ſenſation of pity; the 
warmth of ſocial love, the glow of ffiend- 
ip; and the liberal joy that is inſpired 
by the general happineſs, he never felt, 
. order to feel. His heart; abſorbed 
in the Toweft of vulgar paſſſons, the love 
"of Sitter ug earth, ktiows no other affec- 
tion, no ſuperior ſentiment: To the 
happineſs that is derived from the inter- 
Eurſeof ſoclety he is an utter ſtranger: 
for he Tooks for hothing more from this 
cormections wirh his fellow · creatures 
" that the advancement of his favouirit 
views, the increaſe of his wealth, 
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the, poor who is deſpi/ed of bis neighbour. 
IF he does, let him go with us a moment 
into the cottage of humble aber and 
contented Ne. . 


What do I rg in 1 this place? the 
voice of joy! the ſimple ſong. of chear- 
ful innocence | How ſtill, how peaceful 
is this ruſtic habitation! Sure this is the 
dwelling of quietneſs! She has taken up 
her abode beneath this humble roof, and 
bealth and content and chearfulneſs are her 
inmates: Behold ! here is a matron fol- 
lowing her daily employment, and two 
ſmiling children playing by her! See, 
how her eye is filled with maternal at- 


fection ! and how ſhe rejoices, while ſhe 


carns their proviſion of bread! Behold, 
now, the good mar is returned from the 
Vol. I. 0 eld, 
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held, and the humble e board i 1s ſpread for 
his repalt! How plain and ſumple is his. 
food! a mere ſufficiency for the ſupport 
of nature! "Tis, indeed, but a handful — 
But it 1s eaten in quietneſs. Here is no- 
thing of that ſuperfluity which ſolicits the 
palled appetite of luxury: But here is 
enough for nature: Here is a handful, 


and ſhe aſks no more. 


III. From this ſcene of humble happi- 
neſs, let us go to the dwelling of the 


rich. Is this a ſociable dyelling, or is 


it a ptiſon - Behold 'y we cannot gain 


admiſſion—the gates are made faſt with 
bolts of iron. This! is a ſure Ggn that ſe- 


curity is not here; and yet ſecurity is the 


friend of happineſs. But who is yonder 


that wk ſo penſivelya with. looks. of 
0 ſuſpicion ? 


on & if 
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ſuſpicion? It is the maſter of the houſe— 
he ſeems difturbed—he ſaw us approac hy 


and concluded that we were coming to 


make him Poor. 


Miſerable wretch! what. profit. haſt 
thou in the abundance that thou poſ- 
ſeſſeſt? Both thy hands, indeed, are full, 


but ſo likewiſe is thy heart—full of trou- 


ble and endleſs vexation. Or haſt thou a a 


moment's peace? How ſoon is it liable 


to be deſtroyed? The moth and the ruſt 
ſhall corrupt thine-unſunned garments, — 
the thief ſhall break through and heal thy 


treaſure. A misfortune that which thou 


wilt never be able to ſurvive; for where 


thy treafure i is there i is thy beart alſo. 


wealth which is the bane of thy happi- 


' © 1,Gi 10H. 
dar 0 2 neſs 
* 


Miſerablewretch! Caſt away that 


— AUA — ̃ AI. 
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neſs Go to that poverty which thou 
dreadeſt, and to be happy, firſt: be poor. 
Strange doctrine this to thee But know 
Fer all this that it is juſt. The poor, 
whom thou deſpiſeſt, are happier than 
thou art. Didſt thou not hear the ſong 
of chearfulneſs, didſt thou not ſee the 
mile of contented induſtry, where there 
was but a handful ? 


"4 &Y p 


2 Miſerable wretch! What a painful, 
What A troubleſome life doſt thou lead! 


Thy &ervants curſe thee—Thy friends 
forſake thee Friends did I ſay? Thou 


Tr Nd a yd PL} 
beyer hadſt a friend; but thoſe that 


"might "naturally. have been thy friends 
deſert thee, and ſcarce forbear t to wiſh 
o uſeleſs a being dead. 
q 23 E e to Ztatbohmie 


Miſerable 


i 8 0 
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Iu 40/Miſerable' wtetch! In what fordid 
r. meanneſs doſt thou paſs thy days? With 
ad | "hat jealouſy doſt thou look upon the 
, very cringing dependents that pick up 
N a wretched'pittance at thy board! And 
8 are thy nights leſs painful, or Teſs vexa- 
e tious than thy days? Does' ſleep, un- 
e diſturbed Neep await thee? Art thou ac- 
| quainted with quietneſs and repoſe? No 
1 — theſe are ſtrangers, to whom ty gates 


are not opened. . Theſe have no ſociety 
with cares, and fears and perplexities, 
ſuch as thou art expoſed to both by day 
j and by night. Better, furely, is @ handful 
with quietmeſs, than thy hoarded wealth, 
5 vit thy vexation of ſpirit. TORY 


Thus fir of avarice, the WHY 
wretchedneſs of which the preacher, no 


2 WARS": 4. O 3 . | doubt, 
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doubt, had in view: But. wealth has 
miſeries ariſing from other cauſes than 
covetouſneſe, which render @ 8 | 

with Sr ſtill preferableQ. 


4 IV. Dickens are not Argo produc- 
tive of evil. Nay, they may be made 
the means of happineſs, when properly 
managed. They may contribute to the 
gratification, of benevolence, and to the 
exerciſe of almoſt every . ſocial. virtue. 
They. may be employed in the diffuſion 
of knowledge, or in the relief of indi- 
gence; and, When converted to theſe 
purpoſes, hey are a real bleſſiog. They 
increaſe the happineſs. of a bene volent 
temper, and give pleaſure to their poſ- 
ſeſſors, while they are uſeful to ſociety. 


But 
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But it is ſeldom that they are employ- 
ed to theſe happy and beneficent ends. 
The right uſe of them is moſt commority 
perverted, and what might have been a 


bleſſing is rendered a curſe by the abuſe 
of it. 


When riches are made ſubſervient only 


to pride when they are employed iti 


fooliſh vanity, and empty oſtentation, 
whit do they produce but travail and 
vexation of ſpirit? Thoſe who place theit 
happineſs in being admired for ſplen- 
dour, will be frequently mortified by ne- 
gligence, or traduced by envy. We are 


very unwilling to pay that deference 


which is expected from us only on the 
accourit of magnificence, and, whatever 
mey be the cauſe of that unwillingneſs, 
O 4 it 
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it is certainly very reaſonable; for he who 
hopes to be admired for that which 
gives him no merit, offers an inſult to 
the reaſon of him from whom he looks 
for admiration But when that admira- 
tion is withheld, vanity is mortified; 
and wealth, by being ſubſervient to her 
defires, brings her only travail and an- 


gh of bg 

As wack el is the uſe of FTA 
when they are employed in the gratifica- 
tion of luxury, and, of . conſequence, 
when thus uſed, they bring nothing but 


Texation, a | 
"Thoſe, who, like the = in the 


| Goſpel, ſpend. their ſubſtanq in riotous 


living, lay up for themſelves moſt all 


the miſeries that are incident to hpman 
nature: For what can be more wretched 
than 


ho 


GC 8 & 
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than the condition of him who is equally 
deſtitute both of health and peace? 
Whoſe body is tormented with pain and 
diſeaſe, while his mind is racked with the 
reflection of guilt and folly? Let ſuch 
en are the! au of 1 nee 


a n- theſe, ad in many 1 1 


may the goods of fortune be abuſed; and | 


hence that ſore evil under the ſun, viz. 


9 ches given to _ Bart WF the owners 2 


Let us then . * che vi 
preacher, that a little, with content and 


quietneſs, is preferable to much treaſure, 


and trouble therewith. Let us be aſſured | 
that peace of mind, as there can be no 
happineſs without it, is the firſt thing 
worth our ſeeking. If this guietneſs is to 
be met wick more e frequently in an 

humble 


4&5 > 
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humble than in a high ſtation, let us 
not be dazzled with falſe appearances, 
but conclude that the humble ſtation is 
the better. +6 b 


We have ſeen that riches are fre- 
quently a misfortune to thoſe that poſ- 
ſeſs them — we have ſeen the miſeries of 
avarice, the diſcontent of vanity, and 
the pains of intemperanee Should we 
not then rather avoid than ſigh for a 
condition that might expoſe ys to miſe- 
fy, to diſcontent and pain? 


Let us not fatter ourſelves that we 
ſhould act more wilely than others in 


A fituations which we have contemplated 


but nevet tried; ; fof ho man knows 
what influence a change of citcum- 
ſtances will have upon him, before that 


change 
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change comes to paſs. New acceſſions 
of fortune bring with them new wants, 
new - ſentiments, and new defires; and 
that man acts with a laudable firmneſs, 
who, when he becomes wealthier, does 
not become worſe. l 


5 one word Let ub remember that 
it is both our duty and our happineſs to 


be contented with the ſtation which Pro- 
vidence has aſſigned us; and, though, 


we have but a b. if we poſſeſs 1t 
in quietneſs, it is better than both the 


bands full, with travail and vexation of 
ſpirit. 
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: * be Public Utility, of chart 
| table Inſtitutions, 12% It 


rebel at st. Sepulchre' 3, 1 
for the Benefit of the ee 
F 190 „ e 


Ai 45 — 1 
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Pov. x. 15. 

The Defrution of the. Poor, is their 

+] : Poverty. C F 60 7 82 


Ir be en that lbs done 
"/honour to human virtue, thoſe that 


| Fea been eſtabliſned on the principles 
of unintereſted charity are deſervedly the 
on moſt 


th moſt diſtinguiſhed—We may be incited 
©3 to great actions by a thirſt of honour, 
0 by an emulation of excellence, or a de- 
a1 ſire to be recorded in the hiſtory of man+ 
2 kind. Theſe ate honourable, but they 
5 are ſelfiſh motives. It is then only that 


| we acquire unſullied glory, when we are 
1, virtuous from motives in which ſelf has 
3. no concern; when out of pure bene vo- 
lence, and the love of human kind, we 
v relieve the indigent, or reſcue the op- 
- prei.. - 


It cannot be withour peculiar ſatisfac- 
tion that we ſee our country diſtinguiſh- | 


ed by this public- ſpirited virtue It 
muſt be with the greateſt complacency 
ve conſider that to be born Britons, is 
not only to be the heirs of freedom, but 
"00 5 ſons of benevolence not only 


N to 


| 
| 
, 
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to inherit the liberty which our fore- 
fathers have delivered down to us ſa- 
ered, but to add new virtues to thoſe 
they have left us, and to be diſtin- 
guiſhed at once by bravery and bene? 
ficence - not only, like them, to break 
every | yoke, but to Bind up the broken 
hearted, and to let the oppreſſed go free. 


To fave the poor from the. miſeries 
that are entailed upon their unhappy 
condition, is the firſt and greateſt object 
of ſocial charity, becauſe it many times 
happens hat their re is "theks de- 
; — 


Ic i is . * the ama had: 
in his eye many different ways, wherein 


P * p of the poor might contri- 
bute 


23 
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bute to their deſtruction; and it may be 
worth our while, not only as Chriſtians, 
but as membets of the community, to 
conſider in what manner ſo numerous a 
part of the public body, as the poor are, 


may be ſaid to be deſtroyed by poverty. 


The dangers and difficulties that await 
the unhappy perſon who is born to ex- 
treme indigence are very many and very 


great. In a ſtate of infancy, indeed, he is 


inſenſible of the miſeries that ſurround 
him; then he knows not that ſecret an- 
guiſn which pierces the breaſt of a father, 
when he looks upon him as deſtined to 


ſuffer all the hardſhips he has himſelf . 


endured ; then he underſtands not that 
painful tear which flows from the eye of 
a mother, when ſhe beholds him helpleſs 
as he. leans upon her breaſt, and fears 

RA that 
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that the following day may. not afford 
them bread. The following day comes, 
but proviſion comes not to ſupport i it; 
and the unhappy infant now mixes his 
tears with thoſe of his wretched parents, 
tears that fall from the diſtreſſes of nature 


4 many ſuch days probably muſt he'ſuffer, 


till his parents, overcome by the af. 
flictions of continued want, at laſt let go 
their integrity; and give up their hapleſs 
offspring into the arms of ſome infamous 
ſtroller, who carries him about to excite 
compaſſion, and to juſtify her idle pre- 
tenſions to beg. His ſituation is now 
moſt deplorable, while by day he ſuffers 
the pain of cold and hunger, that his 
cries and miſerable-aſpe&t may add to the 
ſucceſs of the wretched. mendicant he ac- 
| COMPRaes, - and at night, is thrown into 

ſome 
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ſome dungeon unregarded, while ſhe 
intoxicates | herſelf with the profits of 
the day. In this pititiabb gte he con- 
tinues, till the extremes of cold and 
want put an end to his innocent being; 
or, if he lives, he probably lives only 
to further ſufferings, with a decrepit 
body, and a mind uninformed by any 
thing but what it could gather from 


ſcenes bf low debauchery. 


Thus . he continues the 
only buſineſs he is acquainted with, the 
buſineſs of begging; or, if he has been 
trained by his preceptreſs to the more 
expeditious way of procuring money, 
the ſcience of ſtealing, what ſhould deter 
him from putting it in Practice His 
mind was never tinctured with the pre- 

Yo, I, P cepts 
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cepts of juſtice or religion. He bever 
knew the ſenſe of ſhame or honeſty, ar 
any other moral reſtraint: And the fear 


of human puniſhment will operate very 
feebly, when oppaſed by the importuni- 


ties of want, and when life is poſſeſſed 


of nothing to make it worth his pre- 


ſerving. Thus, io a ſeries of vice and 


SE? MS 


* to himſelf, and a 1 


community in which he had the mi for- 
tune to be born. | 


This picture you may 5 poftibly think 
an uncommon one—would to God it 
were more ſo than it is] but if it be 
drawn from truth, it may now be ſaid 


with equal propriety, as it was of old, 


that the anten 75 Te oy is ther 


| Rf 


Water 
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Whatever inſtitution: then, is ſet on 


foot to prevent theſe unhappy conſe - 


quences of indigenes, it merits the 
higheſt-praiſez and, as it tends to the 


benefit of the community, it has a right 


to the encouragement, not only « of indi- 
viduals, but of the ſtate, de 
. 

And here I cannot forbear to n 
that, in my opinion, all has not been done 
that might be done towards this uſeful 
end. In an ancient republic, famous for 
the wiſdom of its policy, the children of 
the poor were taken under the protection 
of the ſtate, and inftructed in thoſe arts 


to. which their genius ſeemed adapted. 


or their inclinations led them. If Saria 
could. do this and profit by it, ſurely 
Britain has it in her power. For, as a 
Wien“ P 3 mere 
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mercantile nation, that muſt. always be 
poſſeſſed of a large naval force, ſne has 
much more employment for her youth 
than ever Sparta had, and as ſhe is poſ- 
ſeſſed of very extenſive dominions, many 
of which are uncultivated, ſhe ought. to 
encourage every motiye to the increaſe 
of population. Add to this, that the 
has a variety of manufactures, in ſeveral 
branches of which, children may be em- 
ployed from the firſt dawn of reaſon, 
and taught to earn their 1 20 hehe 
manual nn | & © 


But, t to leave theſe conſiderations to 
the. wiſdom and benevolence of the le- 
giſlature, let us, according 1 to the abili; 
ties that God has, given. us, labour to 


beet thoſe. diſtreſſes, and that de- 
8 | ſtruction 
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erbeten to whick te poor are expoſed: 


Let us not merely act the part of idle de- 
claimers, nor content ourſelves with ber 


ing acute ſpeculatiſts, or ingenious 


ſchemers, for one virtue in the heart is 
preferable to a thouſand in the head. 


Zut even the heart too is apt to deceive 


itſelf, and while it contains the ſeeds of 


many latent virtues, finds ſome way ot 
other to prevent them from ripening into 
uſe. If we find that we are not deſtitute 
of general wiſhes for human happineſs; 
if we applaud the charity of the benevo- 


lent, and the hoſpitality of the Ubetal; 
if we join in condemning the niggard 


hatid of the ſelfiſh; or the ſordid heart 


of avaritions wealth, we conclude that 


we ate friends to the common welfare; 
"013th P 3 and 
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and while we plead the cauſe of Vrtue, 
number ourſelves among her votaries, 


though we never hear one offering to her 


temple.— This foible, I am afraid, may 
be too generally prevalent and there 
are few perhaps, who, after a candid at- 
tention to their own: conſciences, may 
not fay, this has more than once been 


the caſe with us.“ But, to prevent 


the deluſions of this ſelf-deceivi ing heart, 
ſurely nothing more is neceſſary than to 
detect them: When the gate of truth is 
once diſcovered. what have we to do but 
to enter in: To bebald her fair arg, 


e vil e fe E ape 


1 4 9 # $ »% 


To be he is province of # vir- 
\ Hip that is open to all. We ought, in- 


deed, to eſteem, it a x peculiar ha ppineſs 


PP #5 I, 


hat the author of our ſalvation has made 


4 k | 10 24 6 Aeris! be 
as 
x J 


I'S ov. 


S. E RM ON XII. 215 
the practical virtues ſo caſy and ſo obvi- 
ous, hut, at the ſame time, we ſhould re- 


member, that, in proportion as they are 
eaſy, the omiſſion of them will be crimi- 


nal, and chat our eſcape will he the more 
difficult, if we have neglected to do 
* en _ have __ n 


If the thing = 3 confidered, 
there is ſcarce any excuſe to be made for 
the neglect of charitable contribution; j 


for as all, who are not themſelves objects 
of charity, have it in their power, ſo the 
duty is equally incumbent on all. But it 


frequently happens that people of mode- 
rate fortunes recommend it to the weal- 


thy, and the wealthy, 'to be even with 


them, leave it to the cate” of people of 


_ moderate forrines. | The former think 


— —  _—_ — - 
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ſeem more particularly to belong to che 
opulent, ang the latter, wrapt up in the 
fecurity.. of independent affluence, think 
that the. cares of virtue, like all others, 
may be left to thoſe who were born to 
labour, A . The, miſtake is very unfortu- 
nate on both ſides : And both will find 
at laſt, to their mortification, that nei- 


ther riches can place us above the ſocial | 
duties of life, nor the want of them be- 
low them. The rich man ſhall perceive' 
that he was miſtaken, when he thought. 
wealth his ſtrong hold, and he, who ſup- 
poſed himſelf excuſed from charity, by 


being comparatively poor, ſhall find, 
that "ms 2 was not his virtue. 


100 


With reſpect to the infliction of cha- 
rity ſchools in particular, and the encou- 


ragement that they deſerve,! it may be 
efpotted, chat I ſhould advance ſome ar- 


guments; 


978 


gaments; and, indeed, many Wight be 


be 
advanced, but ſo much has upon all 
occaſions been ſaid in their behalf, "and 
© little againſt” them, that it may be 
juſtly thought ſuperfluous ; for, what- 
ever will admit of the moſt arguments in 
its favour, certainly wants them the leaff. 


As to all that has been urged againſt 
them by the author of the Fable of the 


Bees, it is mere ingenious ſophiſtry, the 


ſtale method of expoling all the foibles 
to which any inſtitution is able, and 
paſſing, with ſacred ilence, :over. every | 
thing that is valyable or excellent in it. 
Such ſophiſts e deſerve not to be anſwered, | 
but with the contempt they deſerve they 


—_ to Be mentioned. * 


T 


| To you, who have been long convin-" 


ced of the 1 1 of theſe eſtabliſhments, 
Snus I any 
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I am perſuaded, there is no ocͤjẽ,iů to 
uſe arguments in defence of chem; yet 


if arguments were neceſſary, they might 
all be concentred in theſe ſhort Pofi- 
tions, viz. whether, in à Chriſtian ſtate, 
it were more proper that the children of 
the poor ſhould be Chiriftians or barba- 
e naked or cloathed; inſtructed to 
earn their bread by the arts of honeſt 
labour, or brought up in idle ignoranoe 
to > become a burthen't to $ the [omar 


4 14 * 
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To you, whoſe — 18 
founded on the principles of reaſon, I 
am ſatisfied, there is ſtill lei occaſion for 
eloquence than, for argument—yet, if 
eloquence were neceſſar Yo behold it 
there.*,! Behold the ſupplicating looks 
of helpleſs innocence !—how powerfully 


4 Refetting'ts the children 
dann bus DO they 
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they plead! what rhetorie can move 
like the diſtreſſes of innocence ? If our 
tenderneſs is not awaked by thoſe, will 
ic. yield 0 the power, of, words ; to the 
animated colours; of ſtrong deſcription, 


k or the tuneful flow of poliſhed PAY? 4 


Ves, ye poor daughters of ſorrow |. 


to no hope but the humanity —— — 
fellow-creatures, your own miſeries ſhall 
plead your..cauſe—your own, unhappy 
circumſtances ſhall excite compaſſion in 


every gentle breaſt, ſnall call forth the 


tear from every fender eye, ſhall open 
| every generous hand to contribute to 


your relief. We know chat your re- 


Purees are ſmall, that tlie capital which 
ſupports you is extremely reduced, and 
that, for the principles” of-a virtuous 


and uſeful education, you depend, in a 


great meaſure, on the liberality of this 


art! 9 audience. 


mudlence“ On their munifcence you 
depend for thoſe inftroctions trat muſt 
fave yoo from fol and from wee, and 
moge indes att which mot be 


beru-. 


amt 504 39 129g Sc 
What joy mey it be 9 
mind, on ſuch an affecting occaſion, to 
exerciſe it's' benevolence! to.indulge'the 
ſweeteſt of all A b the tender 1 
n er 
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not to he deſtitute of humanity, by in- 
dulging it on the occaſion before us. 
Let. vs inveſt the flecting poſſeſſions of 
this world i in the happy ſecurity | of i im- 
mortal life 1 Let us lay up our treaſures 
in that ſafe repoſitory, w which is free from 
the inroads of the robber; and the ruſt 
S | of 
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of time] The works; of charity alone 
are immortal. Other vircues: ſhall die. 
Other excellencies ſhall decay with de- 
caying nature. Dignity and, learning, 
and arts, and honours; ſhall not outlaſt 


the beating pulſe, nor ſurvive the ruins 
of the grave. ¶ helher there be tong us, 
they bail fail, whether there be knowledge 
it ball vaniſh away, but charity ſhall 
live for ever ſecure in the favour 
of that unchangeable being, who:has 
pronounced it the beſt of human virtues, 
To obtain the flvour of that Being, bow 
great were the emulation! What were 
the ſacrifice 'of life or honour, of x power 
or affluence, to be repaid by his ſupreme 
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rewards ! . n RY receive the tft, .beft gifr 
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ad to be . in th e. bob of ever- 


laſting 
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laſting love! when the cares and fears, 
and forrows that ſurround us are no 
more then to exchange theſe regions 
of pain and poverty for the glorious in- 
heritance of eternal life ; when the Son 
of God himſelf ſhall repeat his invita- 
tion, ſaying, © Come ye bleſſed children 
„of my Father, receive the kingdom 
e prepared for you from the beginning 
af the world; for I was hungry and 

& ye gave me meat, thirſty and ye gave 
« me drink, a ſtranger and ye took me 


in, naked and ye cloathed me.“ 


Exp of the FinsT VoLuur. 
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